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COLLEGE SEEKS  
HIGHER SECURITY PROFILE, 
students  
want more
While the college is evaluating 
how to improve Columbia’s 
campus security presence, 
students are calling for greater 
protection and clarification of 
the help they can expect from 
the school’s patrol officers
SEE MEGAN BENNETT’S STORY ON 
PAGE 10
» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE
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As shootings and other campus security threats rise throughout the country, many of the nation’s 
top college officials are grappling with 
how to institute security measures that 
don’t sacrifice personal freedom to  
public safety. 
College communities across the 
nation are struggling to determine 
whether their campuses are safe 
enough, and if not, how to address the 
problem, and Columbia is no exception. 
Columbia’s open campus atmosphere 
is considered by some a major part of 
what makes the college collaborative 
and connected to its South Loop home, 
feeding into the creative, expressive 
personality the college embodies.
Still, some worry about the safety 
risks posed by having campus buildings 
spread throughout several city blocks. 
The campus structure allows students 
to navigate the South Loop on their way 
to classes, but the lack of a need to check 
in or swipe a card to enter campus build-
ings has some concerned. 
The debate on whether the nation’s 
colleges are too open in general is taking 
place among some of the country’s top 
campus security chiefs, as reported in an 
Oct. 6 New York Times article.
“There’s very few campuses that 
have walls and fences where they 
can control who comes and goes,” 
William F. Taylor, president of the 
International Association of Campus 
Law Enforcement Administrators said 
following the Umpqua Community 
College shooting in Oregon. While the 
informality of the Columbia campus is 
unlikely to change—nor would many of 
us want it to—there are other factors 
to consider in terms of Columbia’s 
on-campus safety precautions. 
The 2014–2015 Annual Crime 
Statistics and Fire Safety Report, 
released to the college community 
in a Sept. 30 email from the Office of 
Campus Safety & Security, announced 
that on-campus crimes increased to 39 
from 27 instances the previous year. 
The increase may not seem alarming, 
but indicates that more must be done 
to ensure members of the campus 
community are safe as they go about 
their daily lives. 
One of the measures taken this year 
to boost visibility of campus security 
called for changing the uniforms of the 
college’s contracted security officers to 
include a patch that signifies they work 
for Columbia and better advertises 
their presence on campus, as reported 
in the Front Page story. 
With many colleges concerned about 
how open their environments are, wor-
rying about the ease with which intrud-
ers might be able to invade a campus 
and cause harm, several enforce 
policies involving the requirement to 
show a student, staff or faculty ID upon 
entering campus buildings to prevent 
intruders from trespassing. As reported 
in the Front Page story, Associate 
Vice President of Safety & Security 
Ron Sodini said some of Columbia’s 
buildings do require an ID to be shown 
before a person can enter and some 
rooms can only be entered with use 
of an electronic keypad with an code 
that few campus members would have 
access to.
Another recent effort made to boost 
safety on campus was the creation of 
a student advisory committee, which 
Sodini said he meets with on a monthly 
basis to discuss campus safety con-
cerns and potential remedies. These 
efforts are steps in the right direction, 
but the college should consider inviting 
feedback from the entire student body 
to better understand what safety issues 
concern students most.
» kyra senese  
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
 ksenese@chroniclemail.com
EDITOR’S NOTE
Campus security remains 
a national concern
» staff
Letters can be emailed to 
Chronicle@colum.edu or mailed to: 
The Columbia Chronicle 
600 S. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, IL. 60605
The Chronicle is a student-pro-
duced publication of Columbia 
College Chicago and does not 
necessarily represent, in whole or 
in part, the views of college admin-
istrators, faculty or students. 
All text, photos and graphics are 
the property of The Chronicle  and 
may not be reproduced or pub-
lished without written permission.
Editorials are the opinions of the 
Editorial Board of The Chronicle. 
Columns are the opinions of 
the author(s). 
Views expressed in this publi-
cation are those of the writer 
and are not the opinions of The 
Chronicle, Columbia’s Journal-
ism Department or Columbia 
College Chicago.
Letters to the editor must include 
full name, year, major and phone 
number. All letters are edited for 
grammar and may be cut due to 
a limit of space.
The Chronicle holds the right to 
limit any one person’s submissions 
to three per semester.
Main line: (312) 369-8999
Advertising: (312) 369-8984
Campus: (312) 369-8964
Metro: (312) 369-8966
Arts & Culture: (312) 369-8969
Opinions: (312) 369-8967
Copy: (312) 369-8976
Photo: (312) 369-8973
Sports & Health: (312) 369-8970
Permission/Reproductions: (312) 369-8955
General Manager: (312) 369-8955
Faculty Adviser: (312) 369-8903
2   THE CHRONICLE   OCTOBER 5, 2015
Artist discusses her large creation installed on campus » www.ColumbiaChronicle.com/multimedia
Columbia’s participation in the event 
draws together several on-campus orga-
nizations such as Frequency TV, the 
college’s live TV station; the Renegades, 
Columbia’s athletic association; New 
Student Orientation Leaders; and student 
makeup artists. 
“If we are successful and students 
respond to what this is, it will be the great-
est concentration of our students coming 
together off of the campus,” Kelly said.
Delaney Morris, a senior business & 
entrepreneurship major and producer 
of Columbia’s role in the Halloween 
Gathering, said she is most excited for the 
moment right before the parade kicks off.
“Everybody is kind of quiet and listen-
ing to see when it starts. [It is] that feeling 
when it all finally comes together,” Morris 
said. “The whole school is presenting this 
awesome contingent to the city of Chicago.”
To bring a “cohesive mobilization” of 
students, Kelly said students can create 
jumpsuits to showcase their creative per-
sonas. Workshops have been held—the 
next one scheduled for Oct. 13—to supply 
students with the material to design their 
own custom jumpsuits and find ways to get 
involved. Before the procession, students 
will learn a simple dance prior to being 
led by illuminating lanterns and a crew of 
percussionists during the parade.
The gathering chose 13 Creative Spirit 
Fellows, influential arts leaders in Chicago, 
who act as grand marshals during the 
parade. Each of them will wear custom 
costumes, and many of them include fac-
ulty and former students, Kelly said.
Max Covill, a senior theatre major and 
one of the chief orientation leaders with 
New Student Programs, said they have 
been working on promoting the event to 
freshmen at the New Student Commons 
every Friday. He said many freshmen have 
already received their jumpsuits and are 
interested in participating. 
“I am excited to see Columbia’s presence 
because it is the entire arts community 
of Chicago coming in and doing a parade,” 
Covill said. “It is just so great to see that 
Columbia is at the forefront.”
Chris West, operations manager for 
Frequency TV, said the college’s TV station 
has been producing promotional videos 
for the event and is doing a live webcast 
of the parade.
“This is real TV so the students get really 
excited,” West said. “They get nervous as 
well, but it is a good nervous energy and 
they are looking forward to the experience.”
West said he is excited to work with a 
larger audience and on a bigger scale than 
the students typically do.
» lauren kostiuk 
CAMPUS REPORTER
 lkostiuk@chroniclemail.com
» SANTIAGO COVARRUBIAS/CHRONICLE
STUDENTS ARE USING their artistic talents 
to collaborate with the Chicago Cultural 
Mile Association’s Halloween Gathering, 
a new initiative meant to gather Chicago’s 
diverse creative communities for an all-
day festival with a nighttime parade to 
take place on Oct. 24. 
Mark Kelly, vice president of Student 
Success and artistic director of the 
Halloween Gathering, said he was 
approached by Executive Director of 
the Chicago Cultural Mile Association 
Sharene Shariatzadeh to design an event 
bringing together local creatives.
“I believe [Columbia] is one of the power-
houses for the future of creative practice in 
the city, and [our] graduates and students 
of Columbia will be an animating creative 
force going forward,” Kelly said. “So we 
better be well-represented, and I am so 
pleased that we are.”
The event draws together different 
driving forces of Chicago’s art and cul-
ture community, including the Field 
Museum, The Art Institute of Chicago 
and the Association for the Advancement 
of Creative Musicians. Kelly said he 
thinks the diverse assortment of artistry 
is what distinguishes Chicago from other 
Midwestern cities.
“Culture is not always recognized as a 
driving force or celebrated [in Chicago],” 
Kelly said. “I thought [The Halloween 
Gathering] might be a playful way of bring-
ing together the creative communities and 
celebrating who they are and what they do.”
He said he wants the gathering to bring 
together creative communities in Chicago 
that do not usually connect.
“[We have] the most esteemed and estab-
lished, and at the same time, the upstarts, 
the trouble makers and the aspiring all 
coming together,” Kelly said. “Both are 
equally important to the city.”
Halloween Gathering 
screams artistic talent
The Halloween Gathering is scheduled 
for the same weekend as the Wabash 
Arts Corridor Crawl, an artistic festival 
led by Columbia and its neighbors, and 
Columbia’s parents and alumni weekend. 
Kelly said as the campus is activated by 
thousands of people, he hopes it will bring 
a sense of community to the college.
“I hope our students really embrace this 
and mobilize for it and let their creative 
juices flow as they build their creative per-
sona on their jumpsuits,” Kelly said. “I hope 
the entire community, faculty and staff, 
come out because we are all part of this.”
Alex Murfey, a junior cinema 
art + science major, decorat-
ed his own jumpsuit for the 
upcoming Halloween Gath-
ering during a workshop 
event on Sept. 30.
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DEBORAH MAUE, VICE president of 
Strategic Marketing and Commu-
nications who joined Columbia at 
the end of April 2015, attended the 
Faculty Senate meeting on Oct. 9 
with her team to discuss her role 
in helping to build the college’s 
brand and increase efficiency in 
communication as “one cohesive 
and centralized whole.”
“My role is to figure out what is 
the very compelling, unique, dif-
ferentiating story that we have to 
tell in a very simple way, and [to] 
tell that across all of our market-
ing and communications vehicles 
across the college,” Maue said.
She said she plans to meet and 
work with individual department 
chairs to further discuss how they 
can appeal to prospective students 
through marketing and branding 
in the media and on the college’s 
new website, which is continually 
being improved, Maue said.  
 “We are shifting our priorities 
from being all things to all people to 
being more focused in our efforts,” 
Maue said. “We are bringing a more 
centralized approach to marketing. 
It is about achieving that right bal-
ance between centralization and 
department and program focused.” 
The News Office of the school 
will introduce a new website on 
Oct. 13 to help improve strategic 
communication for the college. It 
will provide feature stories and big 
news happening on campus and in 
Chicago, said Cara Birch, director 
of the News Office.
An “improved” newsletter, which 
will contain the top three stories 
of the week with various events 
and announcements, will be sent 
to faculty and staff. There will also 
be newsletters from the president 
and the provost, which will be sent 
to the campus community and 
will discuss how new initiatives 
are being implemented and who is 
involved, Birch said.
Eric May, an associate pro-
fessor in the Creative Writing 
Department, said to improve 
alumni relations, which he said 
has been historically “resistant” 
to the college, the communications 
team should work more closely 
with departments since alumni 
have a stronger connection with 
the department they majored in, 
than with the college as a whole.
On behalf of the full-time 
faculty of the Department of 
Humanities, History & Social 
Sciences at Columbia, the Faculty 
Senate released a statement on 
Oct. 8 regarding the gun violence 
pandemic happening across col-
lege campuses and called upon 
the administration to join with 
other academic, civic and com-
munity leaders and take a lead in 
pushing for government action 
on this issue. 
“We must all now step in to 
push for change, and to assert, 
within our political system, our 
expectations and demands for 
safety and security in our places 
of work and education,” the Oct. 8 
statement read.
 “I am heartened by everyone’s 
willingness to self-nominate for 
various committees and stepping 
into the shared-governance of 
the college,” said Gregory Foster-
Rice, associate professor in the 
Photography Department and 
president of Faculty Senate. “I am 
emboldened by the willingness of 
our colleagues to engage deeply 
with issues in matters such as 
diverse as faculty workload and 
gun violence.”
» lauren kostiuk 
CAMPUS REPORTER
Faculty Senate pushes for 
better communication and 
fundraising initiatives 
lkostiuk@chroniclemail.com
Faculty Senate met on Oct. 9 joined by Deborah Maue, 
vice president of Strategic Marketing and Communications 
to discuss a new communication and fundraising plan.
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 The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago 
 1014 S. Michigan Avenue  
M u s i c  D e p a r t m e n t  E v e n t s  
 
 
 
Wednesday October 14 
Wednesday Noon Guitar Concert Series*  12:00 pm 
 At the Conway Center 
Music Student Convocation    12:00 pm 
Columbia Jazz Night at Brasserie at 800 S. Michigan* 5:30 pm 
 
Thursday October 15 
Music Student Convocation    12:00 pm 
Sebastian Huydts in Concert at the Sherwood  7:00 pm 
 
Friday October 16 
Jazz Gallery in the Lobby*     12:00 pm 
Keyboard Forum at the Sherwood*   1:00 pm 
 
 
*Events marked with an asterisk do not give Recital Attendance Credit 
 
(312) 850-1234
CALL TO ASK ABOUT OUR CURRENT LEASING SPECIAL
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A RETROSPECTIVE ART exhibition 
for the late Mary Blinn, former 
assistant to the chair of the Music 
Department, opened Oct. 9, show-
casing a wide variety of her cre-
ative works including art, poetry, 
music and songwriting.
The exhibit was curated by 
her husband, Robert Blinn, a for-
mer college advisor, and will be 
on display at the Library, 624 S. 
Michigan Ave., through Nov. 25. 
Blinn said he found some of 
the art pieces around his house, 
many of which were framed, 
including some works he had never 
seen before.
Included in the retrospective 
are photographs from the first roll 
of film she shot from a Nikon cam-
era her husband purchased for her.
“She learned how to capture 
motion just by looking at the cam-
era,” Blinn said.
Blinn said his wife, who died on 
June 25, worked with photography, 
watercolors, paint, colored pencils, 
gauze, poetry and film. He said 
she taught herself how to use the 
various media in her works.
“I hope the retrospective will 
show people here at Columbia—
students, faculty and staff—how 
extremely diverse [Mary] was in 
terms of what she could do artis-
tically,” Blinn said.
According to Blinn, the exhibit 
showcases his wife’s works from 
about 40 years ago through roughly 
20 years ago.
Blinn said the book the couple 
wrote together, “Putting Creativity 
to Work: The Art of Working in 
the Arts,” was written to inspire 
students through the story of how 
they both were able to find success 
in the arts.
“We wanted to pass inspiration 
and ideas to students and how to 
do things and how to avoid dis-
couragement and get things done,” 
Blinn said. “[Finding success is] 
not going to be the same for every-
body, but [the book] might inspire 
students to start there and find 
their own way.”
Stephen DeSantis, director of 
Academic Initiatives, said Robert 
Blinn requested his help through 
the library staff.
DeSantis said he has worked 
previously with Art in the Library, 
and it is valuable for the commu-
nity and the students to celebrate 
its creativity through staff mem-
bers like Mary Blinn.
“What is really important, 
especially at Columbia, is for stu-
dents to understand many of the 
faculty and staff members are cre-
ative individuals themselves,” 
DeSantis said.
Jan Chindlund, Library dean 
and a friend of Robert Blinn, said 
she attended Mary’s remembrance 
July 1 and asked him if there was 
anything the library could do to 
contribute to Mary’s memory.
“Mary was a graduate of 
Columbia, and she loved Columbia,” 
Chindlund said. “She was a very 
important employee who was 
instrumental in helping the Music 
Department succeed.”
Chindlund said Mary Blinn 
came up with the idea to feature 
photographs of six music students 
located in the windows of the 
music building.
Blinn said his late wife  picked 
the students based on their atti-
tudes because she thought they 
would come across in the photos.
“We have that type of promo-
tion going on all over campus now,” 
Chindlund said. “There are large 
pictures up of students and faculty 
telling the world who we are. It was 
a great idea to portray us that way.”
Chindlund said she thinks stu-
dents will connect with her work 
on display because her artwork 
was diverse.
“They’ll see you can have a 
lifelong passion that may or may 
not be your vocation,” Chindlund 
said. “You may have many voca-
tions going simultaneously, which 
I think is something Mary was 
successful at.”
» carolyn bradley
CAMPUS REPORTER
Library honors Mary Blinn 
with artwork retrospective
cbradley@chroniclemail.com
Former college advisor Robert Blinn said he thinks the Mary Blinn Retrospective will 
give students, faculty and staff an idea of how versatile his late wife was in the arts.   
» EVAN BELL/CHRONICLE
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Aaron Nelson, a 2012 business & entrepreneurship alumnus, will star 
as Simba in “The Lion King,” which is set to run Dec. 2–Jan. 17.
AARON NELSON, A 2012 business & 
entrepreneurship alumnus, knew 
he wanted to sing in “The Lion 
King” after seeing the show at age 
12, according to Nelson’s former 
voice teacher, Andrew Schultze.
“His natural talent fit that role,” 
Schultze said. “[Nelson] was able to 
use his energy to make that dream 
come true.”
Nelson is set to star as Simba in 
“The Lion King,” which will run 
from Dec. 2 –Jan. 17 at the Cadillac 
Palace Theater. 
Schultze, an adjunct professor 
in the Music Department, said 
Nelson began taking lessons with 
him at the Fine Arts Building, 410 
S. Michigan Ave., when he was a 
Columbia student.
“[Aaron] was extraordinarily 
focused,” Schultze said. “He knew 
exactly what his career goal was.”
Schultze said Nelson initially 
found it challenging to make some 
of the songs work for his voice, 
whether was because he had a 
difficult note to sing or because 
he was out of tune.
“Rather than feeling defeated, 
he knew it was his hard work and 
[applied] himself to [understand-
ing] how he could coordinate these 
inner workings of his voice that 
would allow him to be able to sing 
these songs and really make this 
role his,” Schultze said.
Nelson said his studies in man-
agement taught him the impor-
tance of networking and the 
business of acting, which helped 
him achieve success.
“[Columbia] really allows you 
to figure out your path and still 
graduate with what you need,” 
Nelson said.
Nelson added that he saw “The 
Lion King” with his mother in 
2005 when the show was on tour 
in Chicago and he was blown away 
by the performance.
Nelson said he first auditioned 
for “The Lion King” during his 
sophomore year at Columbia at 
an open call in 2008.
“I really didn’t know much about 
acting or the process,” Nelson said. 
“I went in with no resume and no 
headshot. The people [at the audi-
tion] told me I did a good job and to 
keep coming back.”
Nelson said his business degree 
allowed him to go into his new 
role with an understanding of 
contracts, adding that Columbia 
is the best college for students to 
figure out what they want to do.
“Going to a school and be[ing] 
encouraged and able to try so many 
different things and find your way 
and still get credit for it was amaz-
ing,” Nelson said.
James-Kimo Williams, an 
associate professor in the Music 
Department, said he remembers 
Nelson as being very animated 
and having a need to do his best in 
everything he did. Williams added 
that Nelson was able to adapt to 
multiple styles.
“He was like a sponge,” Williams 
said. “He soaked in the environ-
ment and the resources provided 
to him.”
Malik Camara, a professor in the 
Dance Department, said Nelson 
was a powerful dancer. Camara 
said he remembers Nelson’s spirit, 
his energy and how he stood out in 
the classroom.
“He was prepared for class every 
day,” Camara said. “He was open-
minded and very eager to work.”
Camara said he told Nelson to 
take all of his gifts and make them 
work for him.
“Aaron was great,” Schultze 
said. “He was such a great student, 
such a fine example about what 
Columbia can accomplish.”
» carolyn bradley  
CAMPUS REPORTER
Alum stars 
as Simba
 cbradley@chroniclemail.com
» Courtesy JOAN MARCUS
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The Renegades co-ed soccer 
team has gained popularity 
among students this semester, 
said Mike Sempak, president 
of the Renegades and a 
senior television major.
IN PRIOR SEASONS, the Columbia 
Renegades soccer team struggled 
with low participation, but the last 
two seasons have attracted more 
players to the team. 
According to Mike Sempek, 
Renegades president and senior 
television major, soccer is gaining 
popularity at Columbia.
“About two years ago—before I 
was on the board—I was captain 
of the baseball team and soccer 
was not very strong at the time,” 
Sempek said. “There was not the 
best leadership.” 
Sempek said success has bred 
more interest and now the team 
is very cohesive. 
“With last year’s board, the soc-
cer team started really improv-
ing,” Sempek said. “It couldn’t be 
a tighter group, and now there is so 
much interest. It is co-ed, which 
helps things, too.”
According to Will Montes, 
co-captain of the soccer team and 
a senior creative writing major, the 
team has between 24–26 players, 
including eight or nine women. 
On the soccer field, there are 11 
players at a time, and because the 
team is in a co-ed league, there 
is a minimum number of women 
needed on the field.
“We play four [women] at a 
time, and we have to have four...
as a minimum on the field at all 
times,” Montes said.
Montes said the team is 
optimistic that it could have a suc-
cessful season and that the team’s 
ultimate goal for the season is to 
win the league. 
 “[The team] plays in an adult 
league at the Chicago Fire rec 
league and we want to win,” 
Montes said. “We want to be as 
competitive as possible.”
This season the team is off to 
a slow start with a record of 1-2, 
but there is still time to catch 
up, Montes said. There are six 
games in the regular season and 
two playoff games. Each team is 
guaranteed to play eight games. 
Currently, the Renegades have 
two regular season games to go. 
Montes said the team struggles 
with communication on the field.
“Our biggest opponent has 
probably been ourselves man-
aging to [substitute players],” 
Montes said. “We have so many 
people, and at times, if we don’t 
manage them right, games can 
fall apart.”
Nic Ten Grotenhuis, co-cap-
tain of the soccer team and a 
sophomore business & entrepre-
neurship major, said the team is 
still learning how to adjust to 
each player’s capabilities.
“A couple of challenges have 
been getting used to new play-
ers and becoming acquainted 
with how new people play,” Ten 
Grotenhuis said. 
Even with those challenges, 
Ten Grotenhuis’ overall goal is 
for the team each game to have 
fun while playing.
“Our goal is to have a good time 
with everybody and get to know 
new people,” Ten Grotenhuis 
said. “As far as the team goes, [the 
goal] is to win as many games as 
we can.”
» ryan nickels  
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Renegades soccer team kicks off 
new season with new goals 
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DO YOU KNOW AN EXCELLENT TEACHER?
OF COURSE YOU DO!
NOMINATE THEM FOR THE 
2016 EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARD
FOR DETAILS PLEASE VISIT
 COLUM.EDU/CITE
QUESTIONS? EMAIL
 CITE@COLUM.EDU
NOMINATIONS ACCEPTED
 OCTOBER 5, 2015 - DECEMBER 4, 2015
IN THE MIDST of a nationwide 
struggle to create effective 
security measures on college 
campuses, Columbia is work-
ing to increase campus officers’ 
visibility on and around college 
property, according to Ron 
Sodini, associate vice president 
for Campus Safety & Security.
The Office of Campus Safety 
& Security released the col-
lege’s 2014–2015 Annual Crime 
Statistics & Fire Safety Report in a 
Sept. 30 collegewide email, reveal-
ing that the number of reported 
on-campus crimes rose from 27 
incidents in 2013 to 39 in 2014. 
According to Sodini, the 44 
percent increase in on-campus 
crimes could be the result of better 
As on-campus crimes reported 
saw an increase, the number of 
offenses reported on public prop-
erty decreased 73 percent from 93 
incidents to 25. 
Sodini said the public prop-
erty crime reports come directly 
to the college from the Chicago 
Police Department and include all 
crimes—not just those involving 
students. He said the decrease in 
such crimes can be attributed to a 
strong local police presence and a 
smaller perimeter to monitor due 
to Columbia no longer having a 
contract with the Buckingham 
Chicago, 59 E. Van Buren St.
“Reductions in crime in and 
around our neighborhood are 
a testimony to the hard work of 
the Chicago Police officers in our 
neighborhood who are patrolling 
and working very hard to keep our 
neighborhood safe,” he said.
Sodini said Columbia’s security 
officers are striving to increase 
their visibility, adding that officers 
patrol all public areas near cam-
pus property, extending from the 
1600 block of South State Street 
CAMPUS
reporting from crime victims com-
pared to previous years. While the 
total number of non-disciplinary 
campus crimes reached 39, Sodini 
added that most of the crimes 
reported were within single digits, 
reflecting a safe environment.
“Obviously, one crime is one 
crime too many,” he said. “We are 
aware of the fact that there has 
been a concerted effort within the 
college and outside of the college 
to encourage more reporting of 
certain crimes.”
According to the report, the col-
lege records statistics for crimes 
that occurred on both campus prop-
erty and public property, including 
any sidewalks or streets that stu-
dents frequent between Columbia 
buildings. The crime statistics 
cover a range of incidents from 
sex offenses to robbery and assault.
to the 33 E. Congress Parkway 
Building as well as near properties 
on Michigan and Wabash avenues.
“Our patrol component is around 
the campus keeping our eyes and 
ears open for suspicious activity 
and incidents that might require 
police attention,” he said.
Though the college may be 
reporting on issues surround-
ing the campus, Jordan Smith, 
a senior cinema art + science 
major, said after calling the col-
lege’s emergency number about 
a public property incident near 
campus, he thought the Office of 
Campus Safety & Security was 
not adequately responsive.
Smith said he called security 
around 11:50 p.m. on Sept. 29 
after an encounter with a group 
of men at the Polk Street entrance 
of the Harrison Red Line stop. 
Smith said the men, whom he 
thought looked suspicious, stood 
at the stop’s entrance and verbally 
harassed him as he walked toward 
it, so he called campus security to 
report the incident.
Smith said he felt the security 
officer who answered the call did 
not seem concerned and went 
“back and forth” with him, asking 
questions about why he was call-
ing and whether he lives on or off 
campus. He added that the officer 
said Campus Safety & Security 
only deals with on-campus issues.
“It felt like I was doing the wrong 
thing by the way the conversation 
proceeded,” Smith said.
Smith said the Chicago Transit 
Authority stop is public property 
and not in the jurisdiction of the 
college, but he felt it was an issue 
the college should be aware of.
Smith said he sent an email to 
Campus Security Commander 
Christ Karedes detailing his 
dissatisfaction with the inter-
action. He said he received a call 
Tuesday from Campus Safety & 
Security asking him to describe 
the subjects again.
Sodini said he was not aware of 
Smith’s call to campus security 
and could not comment on the spe-
cifics of the encounter. He added 
the office welcomes all calls but 
the protocol is to direct students 
SECURITY, FROM FRONT
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On-campus crime up, 
public property crime down
to notify the police if they feel 
they are are on what is consid-
ered public property.
“He did absolutely the right thing 
by notifying us,” Sodini said. “We 
want to know about anything 
that’s occurring, but it’s also true 
that particular location would be 
something that is the jurisdiction 
of the police. Our advice is always 
if you feel unsafe and you feel in 
any jeopardy, you can call 911 and 
you can call us. Call 911 because 
they have the primary jurisdiction, 
but I would never want anyone to 
feel that they should not call us too.”
Smith said campus security 
CAMPUS
mbennett@chroniclemail.com
may not have been able to help 
him, but he said he was not 
directed to call the Chicago Police 
Department. However, he said he 
did notify the CTA employee at 
the Harrison Street Red Line 
entrance following the incident.
He added there was a “lack of 
professionalism” from the secu-
rity guard who answered his call.
“It seemed like her questions were 
more opinionated, or there was 
personality behind them when it 
should have been more professional,” 
he said. “I felt very judged as I was 
answering these questions.”
Sodini said there are certain 
procedures in place in the case 
of a security officer mishandling 
a call.
“If we find that one of our officers 
handled a call incorrectly, we would 
investigate that matter and if we 
found that officer handled that 
incorrectly and not according to 
our protocol, we would take the 
appropriate disciplinary action and 
ensure the appropriate remedial 
training,” he said.
There are currently approx-
imately 60 security officers 
assigned to Columbia through 
contractor AlliedBarton Security 
Services, which has supplied the 
college with officers since August 
2009, according to Sodini. Those 
officers are required to com-
plete a state-mandated course 
through the Illinois Department 
of Professional Regulation. 
The college’s contract with 
AlliedBarton ends in August 2016, 
Sodini said, and continuing a 
contract with AlliedBarton will 
depend on the needs of the college.
“We are constantly evaluating 
and we are always looking for the 
best service we can get,” he said. 
“We’ll be continuing to evaluate 
that, so it could change.”
To increase the visibility of 
Columbia’s contracted officers, 
Sodini said their uniforms—
which previously represented 
A l l i e d B a r t o n — h a v e  b e e n 
changed to ref lect that they work 
for Columbia. 
“We don’t want anyone to be con-
fused who our security officers are 
and where they’re patrolling,” Sodini 
said. “When we have a security offi-
cer on our street, we want them to be 
immediately recognizable.”
Sodini said he also created a 
student advisory committee last 
year, which is now also open to 
faculty and staff, that he meets 
with monthly to discuss the col-
lege’s current security operations.
Tedi Fingerman, a senior tele-
vision major, said she wants to 
see a larger security presence on 
campus in addition to the officers 
who are stationed in the front of 
campus-owned buildings.
“When I walk in the door, they 
don’t know if I’m a crook or not,” 
Fingerman said. “Someone could 
walk in with something in their 
pocket and they wouldn’t know.”
Sodini said some buildings 
in the college, like the Media 
Production Center at 1600 S. 
State St., have already imple-
mented limited access in cer-
tain areas by requiring student 
identification cards or using 
electronic keypads, but the col-
lege is evaluating how to better 
secure all buildings.
“The concept of screening 
people coming in and out of the 
building is something we are 
evaluating,” Sodini said. “Some 
of the challenges with doing that 
[include] some of our buildings 
having multiple points of access, 
so that poses a slight challenge. 
Also, the college’s prior history 
and culture is being an open cam-
pus in a place where people can 
come and go freely, but it has to 
be a balance between our prior 
culture and history and making 
sure the environment is safe.”
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Senior cinema art + science major 
Jordan Smith said he called campus 
security to report suspicious activity at 
the Polk entrance of the Harrison Red 
Line stop, but was told they only handle 
on-campus issues.
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as female empowerment, sensuality and 
settings, such as the woods. 
“The women are super powerful with 
bows and arrows,” Speck said. “They 
are the strong characters in this. At the 
same time, there are scenes in the woods 
where you can barely see through the 
trees, and the music depicts that very 
impressionistically.”
Speck said he feels incredibly privileged 
to be part of a company focused on acces-
sible ballet and that is strongly committed 
to great art.
“I often leave rehearsals a better musician 
than I was going in,” Speck said.
Joffrey is offering $15 student rush tickets 
available at its box office, located at 50 E. 
Congress Parkway, one hour before show-
time. Students are allowed two tickets per 
valid student ID, and tickets are limited 
availability and sold on a first-come, first-
serve basis. 
FOLLOWING ITS SHOW “Millennials,” Chi-
cago’s Joffrey Ballet, located at 10 E. Ran-
dolph St., is preparing for the North Amer-
ican premiere of John Neumeier’s “Sylvia.” 
The show, which runs Oct. 14–25, is a 
coming-of-age ballet about a young woman 
“struggling to find balance between strength 
and vulnerability and discovering love only 
through the awakening of her own sensual-
ity,” according to the Joffrey website. 
Rory Hohenstein, a lead dancer with 
Joffrey, said “Sylvia” is a complicated story 
told through Greek mythology. 
“It’s about a woman, Sylvia, who basically 
is a huntress,” Hohenstein said. “Her leader 
is the goddess, Diana. A human man comes 
into the sacred ground and sort of stumbles 
upon these women and falls in love with 
Sylvia, and she doesn’t really know what 
to do with him.”
Hohenstein added that his character, 
Eros, disguises himself as different char-
acters, like Cupid and Orion, throughout 
the ballet in order to observe and guide 
Sylvia on her path to sensual awakening 
and spiritual maturity.
“Diana gets angry with Sylvia because 
she isn’t supposed to fall in love with men, 
and my character, Eros, disguises him-
self as a shepherd,” Hohenstein said. “[He] 
shows Sylvia love, sensuality and sexuality.”
The show departs from classical ballet 
in both content and aesthetic and could be 
an entry point for non-ballet fans into the 
genre, according to Hohenstein.
“It’s not a story that is often told,” 
Hohenstein said. “It’s not about the woman 
being saved. She’s a very strong woman.... 
It’s not your normal drapes hanging, girls 
in tutus [show].”
Hohenstein added the production based 
on the 1876 ballet is a fresh perspective of 
an old story.
The music, composed by Leo Delibes, 
has a quality of modernity and freshness, 
Keyboard forum open to public at Columbia » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia
said Scott Speck, music director for the 
Joffrey and conductor for the Chicago 
Philharmonic orchestra, which accom-
panies the Joffrey’s performances.
Nestled in the middle of a changing era 
in music, Delibes’ composition was a sort 
of transitional piece between Romantic 
orchestrations and the Impressionist 
movement, Speck said.
Unlike typical ballet orchestration, 
where the music takes a backseat to the 
dancing, Speck said the music in this piece 
is in the forefront, driving the action of the 
story forward.
“[Delibes] was really great at telling a 
story with music,” Speck said. “His music 
created a dramatic arc, so when you listen 
to it, you feel pulled along the story line. He 
did it so well that he intimidated [people 
like well-known Russian composer Pyotr 
Ilyich] Tchaikovsky.”
He added that the “awe-inspiring” 
orchestrations of Delibes highlight some 
of the themes present in the ballet, such 
» frank enyart 
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Risque Ballet: 
‘Sylvia’ at the 
Joffrey Ballet
»  Courtesy hamburg ballet
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The title character Sylvia 
is one in a group of 
amazon huntresses led 
by goddess Diana. 
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Lady Gaga made her televi-sion acting debut during the fifth season premiere 
of "American Horror Story" Oct. 7.
Cast as The Countess, a vampiresque 
kidnapper who stays in the Hotel 
Cortez, Lady Gaga  slays—literally.
While "American Horror Story" is 
far from Lady Gaga's first venture 
into acting—she's had small roles in 
films like "Machete Kills" and "Sin 
City 2" and played a number of roles 
in her music videography—her per-
formance as The Countess is her 
first major role in which people can 
truly get a taste of her acting skills.
Gaga enters nearly a half-hour into 
the episode. In a playful six-minute 
scene that involves no talking, the  
show illustrates The Countess' 
tactics of seductively luring vic-
tims into her bedroom for a dis-
turbingly casual combination of 
group sex and blood drinking.
The scene is creative, captivating and 
horrifying all at the same time. It is 
hard to look away even as Gaga and her 
partner-in-crime Donovan, played by 
Matt Bomer, slit the throats of their vic-
tims and continue making out amid the 
bloodbath. However, it is hard to view 
her as The Countess, rather than Gaga.
There is no denying Gaga's talent. 
Before launching her pop career, Gaga 
spent 10 years studying acting in New 
York. Her capabilities as an actress 
are evident, but her larger-than-life 
persona makes it difficult to ignore 
the actress behind the character.
Gaga is famously known for her 
shock value tactics and has frequently 
conveyed darker themes in her music, 
videos and performances. This is not 
the first time fans have witnessed 
Gaga acting in a sexual situation, 
covered in blood or dressed in f lashy, 
unique clothing. In fact, her six-min-
ute introduction could easily be set 
to a number of songs in her catalog 
and pass for a new music video.
Much of her career has incorporated 
various characters—ranging from 
her male alter-ego Joe Calderone to 
mythical creatures like mermaids 
and phoenixes, Greek goddesses 
and even a modern interpretation of 
Mary Magdalene. In each of these 
roles, however, fans still recognized 
the star as their beloved Lady Gaga.
People are used to seeing Gaga in 
as a variety of different characters, 
so to be convincing as The Countess, 
Gaga will have to work extra hard 
to break out of her pop star image.
Throughout the rest of the episode, 
Gaga's lines are few and far between. 
The Countess is portrayed as a cold-
hearted killer with a love for glam, 
but much of her personality, motives 
and emotions have yet to be seen. 
The current image painted of The 
Countess—although entertaining—is 
very f lat, which makes it difficult to 
see anyone other than Lady Gaga.
As the show progresses and view-
ers further familiarize themselves 
with The Countess, I am confident 
that Gaga will overcome these obsta-
cles. The more we learn about The 
Countess, the less we should be able 
to see Gaga through her acting.
Until then, her performance as a lead 
actress is skillful, yet unconvincing. 
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performs during Franz Ferdinand 
& The Sparks first night of their 
North American tour on Oct. 8th 
at The Vic Theatre.
not ever reduce Pryor to one 
thing. He is so multiple-minded 
and had so many different ways 
of performing.”
Ric Walker, a lecturer in the 
Theatre Department’s Comedy 
Writing and Performing concen-
tration, added that Pryor and Bill 
Cosby were among the first super-
stars of comedy, clearing the way 
for other comics to obtain major 
mainstream success. 
“I feel like they were the first ones 
to play stadium events,” Walker 
said. “They were really big.”
Saul added Pryor blazed a trail 
for others, who include their life 
experiences into their routines.
“He is the person who more than 
any other said all of my intimate 
psychic life that other people 
would be ashamed of, feelings I 
have that are really hard to own 
up to, I’m going to plunge those 
into my comedy,” Saul said. 
“How do you make comedy of 
watching your mother work as a 
prostitute? Often it played with 
the line between what’s comedy 
and what’s not.”
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‘Unspeakable’ show 
brings complex life of 
Richard Pryor to light 
James Murray Jackson Jr. co-
authored “Unspeakable” and 
portrays Richard Pryor in the 
show.
suggested he resembled a young 
Richard Pryor.
“I was studying at a place called 
Black Nexxus in New York ... and 
she had a class called ‘Developing 
Your Own Method,’ and in that 
class you had to choose a celebrity,” 
Jackson said. “[The assignment] 
was just me as an actor dealing 
with Richard Pryor as a character.”
Jackson said the instructor chal-
lenged him to write a play about 
Pryor, and he reached out to writer 
and director Rod Gailes OBC, who 
helped him write “Unspeakable.”
“He said yes, and he knew the 
title,” Jackson said. “He said ‘This 
is the title, and this is the con-
cept’.... That’s how it really began. 
We came from a very pure place.” 
Jackson said the show is not 
meant to be chronological but doc-
uments a specific part of Pryor’s 
life, while touching on others.
“It’s a fantasia,” Jackson said. 
“It’s not a linear look at his life.... 
It’s focused on a period of his life 
from ‘67 to ‘82, but we actually deal 
with Richard before he was born, 
in his childhood, and we deal with 
the chunk of his creative life that 
everyone knows.”
Jackson added that the show 
essentially takes place in Pryor’s 
mind as he goes through stages 
of his life, including his turbu-
lent and violent upbringing, drug 
addiction and multiple sclerosis.
Scott Saul, author of the highly 
regarded biography “Becoming 
Richard Pryor,” and a professor 
of English at the University of 
California-Berkeley, said Pryor 
should not be reduced to just his 
vulgar and racy material.  Though 
some of Pryor’s material dealt 
with race, sex and his tumultuous 
upbringing, he used many styles 
of comedy to become what Saul 
called “the consensus greatest 
American comic.”
“Jerry Seinfeld called Pryor the 
‘Picasso of our profession,’ and I 
think that’s a useful analogy,” Saul 
said. “The thing about Picasso is 
he had many styles.... You should 
“UNSPEAKABLE,” AN INSIDE look at 
the life of comedian and social 
critic Richard Pryor, premiered 
in Chicago Oct. 6 at the Broadway 
Playhouse at Water Tower Place. 
According to James Murray 
Jackson Jr., co-author of 
“Unspeakable” and the actor who 
portrays Pryor, said the idea for the 
show was sparked from a sugges-
tion in an acting workshop in his 
younger days, when the instructor 
» frank enyart  
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Indie rock group The Lighthouse and The Whaler is set to stop in Chicago on Oct. 13 at Schubas Tavern, 3159 N. 
Southport Ave., promoting its debut album 
Mont Royal, released Aug. 28. 
The Cleveland-based band’s frontman, 
Michael LoPresti, started making music 
in 2008 with friends who would later join 
the group, including his brother Matthew 
LoPresti on drums, Mark Porostosky Jr. 
on mandolin, keys and synths, and Ryan 
Walker on bass and synths. After two 
independent albums, Mont Royal is the 
band’s first release with a label, Roll Call 
Records. LoPresti , the band’s frontman, 
lead vocalist and electric guitarist, spoke 
with The Chronicle about the band’s current 
tour, its latest album and the backstory of 
its name.
THE CHRONICLE: How did you name 
your band?
MICHAEL LOPRESTI: It comes from the 
book “Moby Dick” [by Herman Melville]. The 
name is a metaphor for knowing what your 
destiny is and running into it, regardless of 
how hard or difficult it may be.
The Lighthouse and The Whaler ride new album tour
 How is Mont Royal different from your 
past albums?
We wanted to make this album bigger—the 
soundscape more expansive—and delve into 
being better songwriters and make a full 
album [where] we felt each song comple-
mented itself and built as it went.
Are there any songs that you feel really 
connected to?
“Under” is definitely one of my favorite 
songs by far. It was one that we started 
making the album [with]. “We Are Infinite” 
would also be a personal song I feel con-
nected to.
audiofile
aparrella@chroniclemail.com
Who writes your songs? 
I write the skeleton to the songs, but we all 
contributed in some way.
How long did it take for you to complete 
Mont Royal?
 We wrote it [in] about a year, and then we 
went to the studio this past February and 
spent six weeks in Montreal recording the 
whole thing. 
Where to you pull inspiration from for 
your music?  
All over the place—experiential. I believe 
music is closely attached to experience, and 
it is cyclical. Everything you do in your life 
has some sort of weight to it that you carry.
How would you describe your music? 
Expansive without being too epic, but intel-
ligent without being pretentious.
What is something unexpected or 
funny that has happened on tour? 
We tend to have this habit of our van break-
ing down at least one time on every tour. 
We broke down in the middle of nowhere, 
Texas. We were in “The Hills Have Eyes”—it 
was that kind of place. These dogs came and 
attacked Matt [LoPrenski] and he dove in 
the window of the van. We had a lot of fun 
and were very alert. We were there for three 
hours waiting for the tow truck. I think with 
tour you have to appraise every situation.
What do you want people to get from 
your music? 
I don’t want to tell anybody how they should 
feel, but I hope people leave feeling like they 
have gained hope or inspiration, and that 
there is more to life than the existence they 
find themselves in. You don’t have to worry 
too much about the little mundane things. 
There’s something bigger that we can all 
get behind.
» Courtesy  SUZANNE PRICE
The Lighthouse and 
the Whaler will per-
form at Schubas, 3159 
N. Southport Ave. on 
Oct. 13.
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Hip hop roots not forgotten at ‘Permanent Record’
element of hip hop,” Norman-
Hawkins said. “[The four ele-
ments of hip hop] are graffiti art, 
DJ’ing, MC’ing and breakdancing.”
BboyB added that he thinks the 
full scope of hip hop culture is 
often under-appreciated.
“When you say hip hop, all peo-
ple think is ‘Oh, that’s rap music,’ 
but they’ve forgotten the other 
elements of the culture,” he said.
Hip hop first developed in New 
York in the ‘70s as a response to 
negative urban environments, 
Norman-Hawkins said.
“It was a way for creatives to get 
together,” Norman-Hawkins said. 
“Instead of battling on the streets 
with baseball bats and fists, they 
decided to battle on linoleum or 
cardboard with their breaking 
skills, or battle on the mic with 
their MC skills.”
However, according to 
Norman-Hawkins, the tight-
knit, often segregated neigh-
borhood communities of 
“PERMANENT RECORD: CHICAGO Hip 
Hop Kulture” is an interactive 
four-week festival at the Hairpin 
Arts Center, 2810 N. Milwaukee 
Ave., celebrating four decades 
of hip hop evolution in Chicago. 
In addition to a gallery exhibit 
featuring artwork, musical sam-
ples and cultural artifacts, the 
Hairpin Arts Center will host a 
series of workshops, panel dis-
cussions and parties throughout 
the month. 
The event is curated by BboyB 
of the Artistic Bombing Crew, a 
veteran Chicago graffiti arts crew.
“It’s a month-long exhibition cel-
ebrating 40 years of Chicago hip 
hop history and culture—music, 
art [and] dance,” said Amina 
Norman-Hawkins, teaching 
artist at Columbia’s Center for 
Community Arts Partnerships, 
which is dedicated to community 
and arts-integrated curricula.
BboyB added that despite the 
incredible collection that has 
been amassed for display, only a 
small portion of Chicago’s hip hop 
history can be represented by the 
exhibit’s scope.
Items on display include 
posters, news articles, musical 
samples, articles of clothing 
and artwork—all of which were 
loaned to the Hairpin Arts Center 
from artists’ personal collections, 
according to Norman-Hawkins.
Parties featuring performances 
are held each Friday, followed by 
workshops and panel discussions 
the following Saturday, said Paul 
Teruel, director of community 
partnerships at CCAP, which 
was founded by Columbia in 
1998 and partners students and 
faculty with local K–12 students 
and community organizations to 
expand learning opportunities 
through the arts. 
“Each week is dedicated to an 
» jake miller  
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“Permanent Record: Chicago Hip 
Hop Kulture” features articles 
of clothing, fliers, musical 
samples and other cultural 
artifacts related to Chicago hip 
hop culture.
» Courtesy HAIRPIN ARTS CENTER
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chemical engineers, said she is not 
a scientist herself but science has 
been a very large part of her life.
“The sense of curiosity about 
what the world is like and how 
we can understand it has been a 
really fundamental part of who I 
am,” Idaszak said.
While writing “Fugue,” she 
stumbled upon the “Many 
Interacting Worlds” theory, which 
suggests parallel universes are 
right next to our universe and are 
interacting with it.
“That explains some of the 
behavior of these subatomic par-
ticles on the quantum level, which 
is amazing and is also in conver-
sation with the play,” Idaszak said.
Jadhwani said “Fugue” is her 
first full-length show with 20% 
Theatre, and this is the show’s 
first production. She said she 
thinks the show’s theme of 
unknown possibilities is relat-
able because it is something 
most people grapple with in 
their own lives.
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20% Theatre aims to change stats with women-centric plays
how women are capable and sig-
nificant, especially in the profes-
sional theatre world.
20% has a science-themed 
lineup planned for its 13th season, 
which began Sept. 17.
“We decided we really wanted 
to do a season focused on science 
[and] invention, and ride the coat-
tails coming out about female sci-
entists,” Bartlett said. 
The season’s first show will be 
“Fugue for Particle Accelerator,” 
written by Kristin Idaszak and 
directed by DePaul University 
alumna Lavina Jadhwani. The 
play focuses on a female physi-
cist named Hope who gets lost in 
different worlds of possibility and 
choices, according to Idaszak.
“[I was inspired to write about] a 
woman torn between her work and 
her personal life,” Idaszak said. “I 
was incredibly seduced by the idea 
of parallel worlds.”
Idaszak is a Playwrights’ Center 
Jerome Fellow, which provides 
emerging American playwrights 
with funds to develop their craft. 
Idaszak started writing “Fugue” 
six years ago.
She said the play examines a 
woman’s obsession with her career 
and the toll it takes on her personal 
life and relationship with her 
partner. It focuses on the choices 
she must make between the two 
spheres as she struggles to find 
balance between the two.
Idaszak, whose parents are both 
MORE THAN A decade ago, 20 per-
cent of working professionals 
in the theatre arts were women, 
according to a 2002 study by the 
New York Council of the Arts. The 
20% Theatre Company Chicago 
has been trying to change that 
since its inception. 
Founded in 2002 by a group 
of Smith College graduates, 
20% Theatre Company Chicago 
expanded across the country, 
forming branches in Seattle, 
New York, Minneapolis and Los 
Angeles. Today, only the Chicago 
and Minneapolis locations still 
exist. The theater works with 
all-female casts to produce 
“strong, women-focused plays,” 
said Lindsay Bartlett, the artistic 
director for the Chicago company.
Since its inception, 20% Theatre 
“has engaged the talents of more 
than 450 established and emerg-
ing female playwrights, directors, 
and designers,” according to the 
company’s website.
Bartlett said the theatre com-
pany aims to eliminate the under-
representation of women in the 
theatre world by providing them 
with opportunities to share their 
stories and experiences.
“It has shorthandedly set the 
stage for women in theater,” 
Bartlett said, adding that the 
company’s productions showcase 
» ariel parrella-aureli
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
SE
E 
20
%
,  
PA
GE
  2
7
Jonas (Dan Cobbler) proposes to Hope 
(Pamela Mae Davis) in “Fugue“ as 
Christopher (Noah Laufer) looks on.
» Courtesy 20% THEATRE COMPANY
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The first time sophomore theatre major Will Bruce was on set as an extra on NBC’s “Chicago PD,” he was approached by principal actor Jason Beghe, 
who struck up an unexpected conversation with him, 
which included compliments about Bruce’s hair.
A stint on a medical drama set in Chicago earned 
him a nickname.
“When I did the ‘Chicago Fire’ [and] ‘Chicago Med’ 
crossover, I played an orderly, and I had to push a 
gurney with a person on it and turn a corner,” Bruce 
said. “The [gurney] would never turn correctly, and it 
kept slamming into the wall. They had to keep stopping 
[the shoot] all because of me. They started calling me 
‘Hot Rod.’”
Since enrolling at Columbia in the Fall 2014, Bruce has 
appeared in a number of hit shows filmed in Chicago, 
including FOX’s “Empire,” NBC’s “Chicago Fire,” 
“Chicago PD” and the crossover episode between 
“Chicago Fire” and “Chicago Med.”
As a cinematic locale, Chicago has long been almost 
literally on fire. From the 1984 film “When Harry Met 
Sally,” which begins in the city’s Hyde Park neighbor-
hood; the Dark Knight series, which was filmed in and 
largely believed to be based on Chicago; some of the 
classic John Hughes’ movies like “Ferris Bueller’s Day 
Off” and “Home Alone;” past TV hits like NBC’s “ER” 
and FOX’s “Prison Break;” to current hit TV shows like 
“Empire,” “Chicago Fire” and Showtime’s “Shameless,” 
the City of Chicago has been the backdrop to many of 
America’s most popular films and TV shows.
Television and film are widely accepted as two of 
the most difficult industries to break into, but there 
are more opportunities for college students to start 
making a name for themselves in Chicago now than in 
previous years. One way is through extra work.
Eddie Seitz, a sophomore cinema art + science major, 
said the best way to find extra work is to register with 
casting companies in Chicago and check the Facebook 
pages of the different companies because they update 
frequently with casting calls for multiple shows.
Bruce agreed with Seitz and said, “You have to keep 
looking for updates. I get notifications any time the 
[casting] companies post about looking for [extras].”
As a result of the many movies and shows filmed in 
the city, there are numerous extras casting companies 
in Chicago like Joan Philo Casting, 4 Star Casting, 
Extraordinary Casting and Atmosphere Casting.
Seitz said he registered with 4 Star Casting by 
sending in some general information, including his 
measurements, ethnicity and a recent photo, and then 
he applied for roles that he fit.
Casting companies post calls for extras of every 
ethnicity, age and body type, so the opportunity to 
be cast is open to anyone.
“They look through all the data and people, and if 
they see that you’re a fit for the role, they email you,” 
said Khloe Richardson, a sophomore theatre major.
If being seen on national TV was not enough, being 
an extra also pays. Different casting calls have different 
pay rates, but they tend to be about $80 for eight hours 
and around twice that for more specialized roles, as 
seen in casting calls posted to Facebook.
Seitz has been cast as an extra in multiple shows 
filmed in Chicago, starting as an extra in a “Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles” parody video for The Onion in 
July 2014. On its website, 4 Star Casting said it regularly 
casts roles in videos for The Onion. Seitz said he was 
paid $50 for the two-hour shoot.
Cristina Granados, a sophomore theatre major, 
gained the opportunity to play an extra through her 
mother, who also does extra work. Granados and her 
mother were both cast as extras for the same scene 
on “Shameless.”
For their scene, Granados and her mother were seated 
on a train as bystanders while William H. Macy, one of 
the show’s main cast members, acted out a scene in 
which his character was publicly drunk.
“They had rented out one of the trains, so it was just 
us on a three-car train,” Granados said. “We just had 
to stand there and watch him act a fool.”
When Seitz was cast as an extra on an episode of 
USA Network’s “Sirens,” he said he did not realize the 
prom scene they were filming would take 10 hours. Seitz 
said they played the extras a few seconds of music to 
get them dancing to the right beat but then turned it 
off, and they had to dance for hours without music.
At the shoot, Seitz said he wore a gold suit and was 
almost bumped up to a feature role—one for which he 
would be sure to get into a few background shots—
because he caught the director’s eye.
Granados said extras have to bring their own clothes, 
and it’s recommended to bring more than one outfit 
because all the extras’ clothes have to be approved.
According to Granados, filming sometimes takes 
longer than one would expect because there’s a lot of 
waiting around before an extra is needed for a scene.
“You have to be willing to wait until they tell you to 
do something; sometimes it takes a few minutes or 
30 minutes where you’re just waiting around to go on 
set,” Granados said.
Along with submitting measurements, casting com-
panies require hopefuls to submit their availability, 
Granados said.
“If you commit to work, you must be free the entire 
day and night,” Extraordinary Casting’s website states. 
STORY BY ZOË EITEL 
Extra! Extra! Read all about it!
Streets from Wabash Avenue to Lake Shore Drive were closed off for NBC’s “Chicago Fire” Oct. 7–9. “ Chicago Fire” is one of many shows that take place and film scenes in Chicago, providing jobs for city residents on set and on camera.
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“We never know how long the shoots will go, so you 
have to be prepared to stay until wrap.”
Richardson said she was surprised by how nice every-
one was, and the amount of food they had on set for 
the extras, actors and other crewmembers.
“The people who are on set are really nice,” 
Richardson said. “I thought it was going to be like, 
‘OK, action! Go!,’ but the director was really nice and 
took a picture with all of [the extras].”
Bruce said he thinks attending Columbia makes stu-
dents more aware of Chicago’s opportunities. Bruce 
got into extra work because one of his professors, Scott 
Olsen, told his class about the chance to get cast in 
background roles in TV shows in the city.
Jeff Ginsberg, an associate professor in the Theatre 
Department and coordinator of the acting program, 
said the Theatre Department’s faculty offers time and 
advice to students pursuing roles, and that their doors 
are always open.
Seitz said one of the most important parts of doing 
extra work is networking. He said while he was on 
set, he met another extra whose mother worked on 
“Chicago PD.”
“I posted on Facebook that I submitted for ‘[Chicago] 
PD,’ and she gave me a call and said, ‘I’m on the set 
of ‘[Chicago] PD’ right now, I’ll put in a good word,” 
Seitz said.
Extras have a lot of rules they have to follow on set, 
like not taking photos, not using their phones, not 
talking to any of the actors and following directions 
as to where they are supposed to be.
“We can’t tell anyone about the scene or the episode, 
or else we’d give it away,” Richardson said.
Seitz said a lot of the extras on set try to act “over-
the-top” to bring attention to themselves, but they are 
supposed to act naturally.
“There [are] always a few people trying to get in the 
shot, and that’s not what you want to do when you’re 
an extra,” Seitz said.
Andrew Gallant, co-founder of acting school Green 
Shirt Studio, said he has seen a more than 25 percent 
increase in student enrollment recently.
Gallant said his classes help those students who want 
to move from an extra role to a speaking one.
“A lot of our new students are coming from working 
on set—many of them as background [roles], some 
of them not even in a performance element at all,” 
Gallant said.
A lucky few enter extra work with no ambitions 
beyond a day’s work and then find themselves pro-
gressing to bit parts.
Alumna Erica Watson said she had not planned on 
acting in school, and instead got her bachelor’s degree 
in film and TV production in 1998 and her master’s 
degree in art, entertainment and media management 
in 2005 from Columbia.
DESIGN BY ZOË HAWORTH 
“At first, [acting] was something I was doing for fun,” 
Watson said. “I had never planned on being in front 
of the camera at all.”
Watson has played smaller roles in TV shows like 
“Empire” and “Chicago Fire,” but she was also in the 
movie “Precious” directed by Lee Daniels and played 
a principal role in the upcoming movie “Chi-raq,” 
directed by Spike Lee.
Watson said students should take acting seriously 
and be prepared when going to an audition, because 
as a director she said it is frustrating when she wants 
someone to be good because they fit the role, but 
they are not prepared.
“You don’t have to major in acting, but you have to 
have a respect for the craft and an appreciation for 
what it entails to take on a character,” Watson said.
The influx of productions Chicago has seen is likely 
due to tax breaks. To promote growth of the Illinois 
film industry and attract union leaders and filmmakers, 
the Illinois General Assembly passed the Illinois Film 
Production Tax Credit December 2008, which offers 
a 30 percent tax credit to films produced in the state. 
Since then, more than 250 films, TV shows and com-
mercials have been filmed here.
Illinois is the only state that includes a further incen-
tive for jobs and salaries given to Chicago residents 
who live in disadvantaged areas with at least a 13.8 
percent unemployment rate, which is why some shows 
do not take place in Chicago but are filmed here, such 
as “Empire,” which is set in New York City.
However, Governor Bruce Rauner put a freeze on new 
applications for film tax credits in June when balancing 
the state’s budget. This freeze does not affect shows 
and movies continuing to film in Chicago, but affects 
new shows or movies that could bring jobs to Chicago 
residents and students, according to a June 2 press 
release from the Office of the Governor.
The freeze has not put a stop to students pursuing 
roles on the shows sticking it out in Chicago. Seitz 
and Richardson both said they are in the process of 
submitting applications for shows. Richardson going as 
far as auditioning for a speaking role on “Chicago PD.”
“People get discouraged because it’s difficult as 
an actress or actor, but if you keep working hard and 
trying to find little gigs, then you will eventually get 
[roles],” Richardson said. “[Roles are] not going to come 
at you; you have to go out there and search for them.”
zeitel@chroniclemail.com
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“It’s a neighborhood staple and 
it’s so unique,” Tull said. “It’s got a 
big, beautiful marquee that really 
speaks to the classic experience 
of going to see the motion picture 
show. I often get disenchanted 
with the huge multiplex AMC.”
“F lick Lit” begins at The 
Logan Theatre  Oct. 14 at 7 p.m. 
Admission is free, but donations 
are accepted. For more informa-
tion about “Flick Lit” please visit 
www.flicklitchicago.com.
Call for viewings : 312-461-9707
or stop in the South Loop Club
ARTS & CULTURE
Art imitates life 
imitates art at ‘Flick Lit’
The Logan Theatre celebrates its 
100th anniversary this year.  
find someone who loves the movies 
you love, you have a connection 
with them.”
“Flick Lit” will also feature musi-
cal guest Tirzah Manley, a film 
debate in the style of Siskel and 
Ebert and a movie trivia contest 
with prizes, according to Laura 
Scruggs, co-producer.
According to Kicklighter, 
“Audience members can win a fake 
Oscar statuette for answering the 
most trivia questions.” 
He also stressed the event is 
open to a broad audience, regard-
less of their knowledge of film 
history. “We are not movie snobs,” 
Kicklighter said.
Scruggs agreed that movies 
have an accessibility that bridges 
the generations.
According to Scruggs, the 
launch of “Flick Lit” is focused on 
the theme “art imitates life imi-
tates art,” but Underdog Collective 
has every intention to continue 
expanding the show’s scope.
“We want to do an ‘80s night, 
we want to do a night called 
‘The Beginning of the End,’” 
Kicklighter said. “We even want 
to do a ‘bad movies’ night.”
Tull said that some storytell-
ing events are confined by cen-
tral themes that not all viewers 
will relate to—a problem she said 
“Flick Lit” is able to avoid.
“This is open to so many different 
types of audiences,” Tull said.
“Flick Lit” will continue on the 
second Wednesday of every month 
at The Logan Theatre, a location 
chosen precisely for its rich history, 
nostalgic atmosphere and signifi-
cance to the community, Tull said.
A GROUP OF Chicago writers 
and artists known as Underdog 
Collective will bring “Flick Lit: 
Reel-to-Real Storytelling for 
Movie Lovers,” a live storytelling 
event that combines performers’ 
narratives with the films that 
most affected them, to the Logan 
Theatre, 2646 N. Milwaukee Ave., 
on Oct. 14.
According to Kirk Kicklighter, 
co-producer of the show, “Flick 
Lit” emphasizes performers’ non-
fiction stories but highlights the 
way the movies they love shaped 
their experiences.
“About six months ago, [I went 
to see] a movie at the Music Box 
Theatre, and I got into this ani-
mated discussion about it after-
ward,” he said. “I realized as I was 
talking about the movie, I was 
actually talking about how I felt 
about life.”
Kicklighter added that he 
recalled sharing a similar expe-
rience with his family during his 
youth. His family was typically 
tight-lipped, he said, but they were 
able to discuss sensitive subjects 
more openly when they could 
examine those topics in the con-
text of a movie.
“It’s such a good idea that I can’t 
believe no one else is doing it,” said 
Eileen Tull, a “Flick Lit” performer.
Tull will perform an excerpt 
from her one-woman show, “Bad 
Dates, Or What Killed That 
Monkey in Indiana Jones Only 
Makes Me Stronger,” which 
details her lifelong affection for 
Harrison Ford and how the obses-
sion impacted her romantic and 
personal life.
“The movies you love make up 
who you are,” Tull said. “When you 
» jake miller 
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CHICAGO TALKS
WORKSHOP
Tuesday, October 20 at 3 pm
33 E. Congress, Room 408
Chicago Talks is a student run 
publication. Come on out to 
learn how to post your stories for 
publication. Light refreshments 
will be available.
For more details, email  
CCCSPJ@loop.colum.edu and connect 
with us at facebook.com/SPJCCC
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audience and lineup the show 
hosts at each event.
“I’ve had two people say the eve-
nings of “OUTspoken” at Sidetrack 
are the most diverse room they’ve 
been in—and that’s a hell of a com-
pliment,” Johnston said.
Fink said the event gives a voice 
to people who may not otherwise 
think they can be heard.
“I’ve had a number of people 
tell me they don’t feel like they 
fit in,” Fink said. “I say, ‘None of us 
fit in. We’re all outsiders in 
our own ways. You found the 
right place.’”
Victor Salvo, executive director 
of The Legacy Project—a youth 
education program combating 
anti-gay bullying—performed 
Oct. 6 and said he has been to many 
“OUTspoken” events.
“People come away with a wide 
variety of perspectives on different 
types of problems. It really human-
izes the individual experiences,” 
Salvo said. 
Salvo, a long-term LGBT 
activist and Chicago native, said 
Chicago has a special relationship 
with storytelling.
“Chicago’s a really big commu-
nity for storytelling—not just 
LGBT, but all kinds,” Salvo said. 
“There is something in the ethos 
about being a Chicagoan that is 
really steeped in history. I think it 
relates directly to the fact that the 
city was destroyed by a fire. That 
is why storytelling has become 
ARTS & CULTURE
Storytelling event brings  
diverse audience to Boystown
Johnston said. “If we wanted to 
put together an excellent white gay 
boy storytelling event, we could do 
one a week, but that’s not going to 
benefit anybody over time.”
Instead, Fink said he makes 
diversity a key factor in choosing 
which storytellers perform in the 
events at “OUTspoken.”
“The general format for me is 
six storytellers: three male, three 
female, self-identified, and no 
more than two of each gender can 
be white,” Fink said.
Johnston said the community 
has responded well to the diverse 
“OUTSPOKEN” IS AN LGBT story-
telling night held at the Sidetrack 
bar, 3349 N. Halsted St., the first 
Tuesday of every month. Its most 
recent event was held Oct. 6.
The concept for the “OUTspoken” 
event series originated when 
curator David Fink convinced 
co-founder Art Johnston to go to 
a storytelling event, “This Much 
Is True,” with him.
“He’s a successful activist in the 
gay community and had a story I 
think is brilliant and should be 
heard,” Fink said.
After attending the event, 
Johnston said he was “absolutely 
blown away” by the stories he 
heard. He said he knew little 
about storytelling before the event, 
and wondered why there was no 
LGBT-specific storytelling event 
in Chicago.
Johnston said Sidetrack has 
presented more than 90 story-
tellers and as many stories since 
the first “OUTspoken” event in 
August 2014. 
Audience support has grown 
since the beginning, he said.
“Middle of winter time, we don’t 
have a seat available—it’s amaz-
ing,” Johnston said.
The event’s audience is directly 
affected by Sidetrack’s location 
in the Boystown neighborhood in 
Lakeview, Johnston said.
“We’re located on the ultimate 
white gay boy part of the city,” 
» ben kowalski  
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so important in Chicago—there’s 
something in the way Chicagoans 
relate to the concept of history and 
personal struggle.”
Cathy Richardson, lead singer 
of Jefferson Starship and the 
Macrodots, also shared a story at 
“OUTspoken” Oct. 6.
“Being gay is a huge part of who 
I am,” Richardson said. “I’m mar-
ried to a woman. A lot of things 
I write about are absolutely 
informed by that—my relation-
ships and my thoughts about life 
in general.”
Richardson said the story she 
told is about how her wife found 
her lost ring, lost it again and found 
it again in an incredible way.
“It’s one of these amazing stories 
I couldn’t believe, and whenever I 
tell the story to anyone they can’t 
believe it either,” Richardson said. 
“It’s like a real life miracle.”
Johnston said he believes in 
the ability and opportunity  sto-
rytelling  has to change negative 
societal attitudes.
“Anybody who isn’t sure whether 
storytelling is important—the 
Supreme Court ruling on gay 
marriage was filled with stories of 
children of gay parents,” Johnston 
said. “Some of the most conducive 
arguments for Supreme Court 
members came from the stories 
they heard about gay families, so 
storytelling is important.”
OUTspoken co-founder Art 
Johnston said he has been 
a gay activist since the ‘70s 
and has seen many amazing 
changes in that time.
 bkowalski@chroniclemail.com» Courtesy DAVID FINK 
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meCHECK         OUT IF YOU WERE AN ANIMAL, WHAT ANIMAL WOULD YOU BE?
“A sparrow.”
Eloise Upchurch 
junior interdisciplinary major
“An owl.”
Mario Linares
junior fashion studies majorAmy He
freshman business &  
entrepreneurship major
“A cat.”
» PHOTOS BY LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE
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Brown sugar cookies are easy to make and 
a delicious take on a traditional cookie. 
Apparently, I messed up on 
the first step and used one cup 
of flour instead of two. Luckily, 
this only matters if you want to 
make a dozen cookies. I ended 
up making eight vastly different 
sized cookies because I ran out 
of dough, and because I stopped 
measuring the ingredients after I 
took them out of the fridge. 
In total, I somehow spent three 
hours prepping the ingredients. I 
taste tested a small cookie I saved 
for myself and found nothing 
wrong with it so I offered up the 
rest of the batch. My coworkers 
and friends enjoyed it, which has 
prompted me to bake more in the 
near future. I spent $12 total on all 
the ingredients. This recipe is  a 
cost-effective way to impress your 
friends and spend some quality 
time in the kitchen.
DISCLAIMER: I AM not, nor have I 
ever been, great at baking. Just 
last week I made Duncan Hines 
brownies with the help of three 
of my friends and the instructions 
on the back. However, this recipe 
will prove to anyone doubtful 
of my cooking skills that I can 
handle my own in a kitchen. 
The recipe has been adapted 
from one that appeared in a blog 
called Sally’s Baking Addiction. 
I started by measuring all the 
ingredients and carelessly throw-
ing them into a  large Tupperware 
bowl. The original method calls 
for separating the dry and wet 
ingredients before mixing them 
because of some unspoken but 
official cooking rule. Regardless 
of your preference, mix all of that 
together until it is a soft, brown 
lump of dough.
The original recipe calls for 
chilling the dough. I put some 
aluminum foil over the container 
(because I had no plastic wrap) 
and left it alone for two hours. 
Once your dough has chilled, grab 
another bowl and pour one-third 
of a cup of granulated sugar in it. 
Taking two tablespoons of dough, 
roll each into a ball and then roll 
them into the sugar, fully coating 
them. Try a darker brown sugar if 
you’re feeling adventurous. I used a 
mixture of brown and white sugar 
because I had a bunch of leftover 
ingredients. Next, place them onto 
a cooking sheet in the stove, pre-
heated to 375 degrees. Bake the 
cookies  for nine minutes and then 
take them out. After marveling 
at your now edible cookies, gen-
tly press the tops in the middle 
with a fork  to give them a crinkly 
after-effect, and place them back 
in the oven for two minutes.
» begina armstrong 
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Sugar and Spice
2 cups flour 
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 1/2 teaspoons cornstarch
1/2 teaspoon ground cinna-
mon
1/4 teaspoon salt
3/4 cup unsalted butter, 
melted
1 1/4 cups brown sugar 
1 egg
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1/3 cup granulated sugar, for 
rolling 
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Brown Sugar Cookies
Ingredients:
 barmstrong@chroniclemail.com
•November 22nd
•November 29th
•December 6th 
•December 13th
NO FEE NO PENALTY
Evanston, IL • Racine, WI
GET STARTED WITH 4 SUNDAY CLASSES
Become an Acupuncturist in as little as 2 ½ years!
S
T
A
R
T
Try our 
Accelerated Start Program              
risk free for 2 classes
of Oriental Medicine
Midwest College
call 800-593-2320 or
Visit www.acupuncture.edu  
A
C
C
E
L
E
R
A
T
E
D
1601 Sherman Ave 3rd Floor Evanston, IL 60201
TOUR THE 
COMMUNITY, 
LEASE TODAY!
Fully Furnished & Amenities
• Designer Living Room Furniture
• Stainless Steel Appliances and Quartz
  Countertop Kitchen
• Mounted Flat Panel Living Room TV
• In-Unit Washer/Dryer
• Fitness and Health Center
• Professionally Landscaped Rooftop Oasis 28 E Jackson Blvd • 2nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60604
312 724 6767
Email
live@chicagoinfinite.com
The Infinite is located one block from the 
“Loop U” campuses and is situated just steps from 
over 100 restaurants, coffee shops, and stores in 
the heart of downtown Chicago. 
Students will have the convenience of 
walking to class (even in the cold Chicago winters) 
and have multiple mass transit lines 
at their fingertips. 
Infinite offers the best location,
features, and amenities to
South Loop students
chicagoinfinite.com
with modern amenities
with a vibrant culture
with historic details
SURROUND YOURSELF
37 W. Van Buren St
Chicago, IL 60605
312-283-3331
Check out the new virtual tour here:
 https://tour.lcp360.com/nocache/arc/. 
Call our oce at 312.283.3331 to inquire 
about tour information.
TOUR THE 
COMMUNITY, 
LEASE TODAY!
For students looking for student apartments near 
Roosevelt University, Columbia College, Robert Morris University, 
and Depaul’s downtown campus, and many others, we are in a 
prime spot for college commuters.
Only a minute walk from the Harold Washington Library 
CTA station, residents have quick access to the brown, orange, pink, 
and purple line services. Students who reside in our student 
apartment building also appreciate the lively lifestyle of downtown’s 
local shops and social activities.
SPECIALIZING IN ONLINE LEASING
email: live@arcatoldcolony.com
arcatoldcolony.com
Pamela Mae Davis, who plays 
Hope the physicist, said the show 
evolved throughout the production 
process, especially since it is a new 
play. She said everyone in the cast 
and crew learned a lot.
“I hope the audience takes away 
a sense of mystery and magic,” 
Davis said.
Bartlett added that the company 
has always tried to feature work 
that highlights women in different 
professions, whether it be a stay-
at-home mom, a playwright or a 
scientist. The goal is to capture 
the lives and stories of a diverse 
group of women.
“We are all good at our jobs. It’s 
just because we are women, we 
have a step back,” Bartlett said. 
“But the spotlight has changed now.”
“Fugue for Particle Accelerator” 
runs through Oct. 18 at the Prop 
Theater, 3502 N. Elston Ave. 
Tickets are $10 for students and 
regular admission is $20. Purchase 
them at twentypercentchicago.com.
Chicago have created a vast array 
of hip hop sounds, setting it apart 
from other locations.
“There is no Chicago sound,” 
Norman-Hawkins said. “We have 
everything: gritty, inner-city Drill 
music [and] uplifting, socially con-
scious music.”
Norman-Hawkins added that 
mass media coverage of the East 
and West coast hip hop scenes 
allowed Chicago hip hop to 
remain underground, resulting 
in a less-diluted culture.
“The essence of the culture 
remained intact,” she said. “It 
never died in Chicago. You can 
expect to come to Chicago and 
experience what true hip hop 
would feel like.”
ARTS & CULTURE
 aparrella@chroniclemail.com
 dmiller@chroniclemail.com
20%, FROM PAGE 19   HIP-HOP, FROM PAGE 18   PRYOR, FROM PAGE 15   
 fenyart@chroniclemail.com 
“Permanent Record: Chicago 
Hip Hop Kulture” opened at the 
Hairpin Arts Center on Oct. 2 and 
will run through Oct. 30. Visit www.
hairpinartscenter.org for an event 
schedule and more information. 
To learn more about the Artistic 
Bombing Crew, visit www.artistic-
bombingcrew.com.
» Courtesy HAIRPIN ARTS CENTER
BboyB, a member of the Artistic Bombing Crew, a veteran Chicago graffiti arts crew, is currently compiling a book 
that chronicles the history of graffiti art in Chicago since the 1980’s.
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Walker said some of Pryor’s 
material is dated, but there are 
themes in his comedy that are rele-
vant today, such as police brutality 
and racism.
“There’s a routine I watched after 
Ferguson, where he talks about 
how white cops like to beat up 
black men,” Walker said.
Saul said the use of an “in the 
mind” style is an interesting con-
cept for a show about Pryor. His 
comedy, according to Saul, in addi-
tion to being about a personal life 
riddled with multiple marriages 
and drug addiction, was also used 
as an escape, as he created char-
acters who were often different 
than himself. 
“He had an incredibly capacious 
imagination and could take on all 
different kinds of characters that 
were not about himself,” Saul said.
“Unspeakable” runs through Oct. 
25 at the Broadway Playhouse at 
Water Tower Place, 175 E. Chestnut 
St. Tickets range from $36–$76.
Video: “Writing’s 
On The Wall” by 
Sam Smith
Blog: “Plant Based 
on a Budget”
Sam Smith will take your breath 
away once again with his recently 
released music video, “Writing’s 
On The Wall,” for the new James 
Bond movie, “Spectre,” scheduled 
to be in theaters Nov. 6. Viewers 
apparently agree that his airy vo-
cals will make you melt. The video 
racked up more than 2 million 
views via YouTube within a day of 
its release.
Vegans who struggle to afford 
healthy and meat-free foods will 
rejoice in this blog’s plenitude of 
tips and recipes, marked by a high 
skill level and targeted toward 
those who wish to live a healthy 
lifestyle but do not want to break 
the bank. Even meat lovers will be 
able to find vegan foods they love 
with options like coconut oatmeal 
cookies and Thai pizza.
reasons i 
made netflix 
my bff
It checks up on me:
I get lazy when I binge watch TV 
shows, so I wait for Netflix to automat-
ically load the next episode. If I contin-
ue this long enough, Netflix will pause 
the show and ask if I want to continue 
watching. Of course, I always do, but it 
is nice to know they care whether or 
not I am watching. 
There is no drama if I am indecisive:
Most friends get annoyed if you are not 
able to make a decision, but not Netflix. 
I can get five minutes into a rom-com 
and then decide it is time to switch to 
“Parks and Recreation.” Even then, if I 
decide I would rather watch “Scandal,” 
Netflix will go with the flow.
It consistently suggests new things 
for us to try out together: 
With Netflix by my side, I know it will 
never be a boring day. It is always trying 
to pull me out of my comfort zone and 
get me to start a new show or watch a 
new movie.  
It is always there for me:
Whether I am laying in bed, on the 
couch or in a coffee shop, I know I can 
count on Netflix to be there when I 
need it.
We can pick back up right where we 
left off:
There are days when I am not able to 
hang out with Netflix. But regardless of 
how much time we spend apart, I know 
there won’t be any awkward catch-up 
moments, because it remembers right 
where we left off in “Gilmore Girls.” 
» zoe haworth
GRAPHIC DESIGNER
The Daily Heller:
Every weekday around 9 a.m., I get an 
email from renowned author and de-
signer Steven Heller presenting finely 
curated artistic content to start the day. 
Always fresh and to the point, with a pic-
ture or two, this email subscription is 
something I look forward to.
Jeremiah Shoaf’s Monthly Newsletter:
As a backup resource of all my typogra-
phy-related news, I rely on Mr. Shoaf to 
send me his monthly round-up email 
of typography, whether it is fonts being 
used well in websites, or hot new fonts 
on the market. 
Monotype Newsletter:
It only makes sense to receive a newslet-
ter from some industry-leading compa-
nies in your own line of work. Monotype 
sends out invites to webinars and inter-
views with well-known individuals in 
the type industry, which is important to 
stay updated on. 
Spotify Premium:
This premium is totally worth the coins 
per month, unless you want to be inter-
rupted every 10 minutes trying to get into 
a state of mind where productivity ex-
cels. If you are a student, take advantage 
of their student discount!
HBO GO:
I highly recommend this service for the 
web even though their interface isn’t up 
to par with Netflix. The content provided 
by HBO is some that can’t be found else-
where and easily merits the cost. But of 
course, borrow a friend’s if possible.
» colin king
SENIOR GRAPHIC DESIGNER
reasons i 
love my 
messy hair
Responsibility: 
Whether it’s making sure my lining is on 
point or that my afro is fully puffed, I am 
never into it. Being nappy shoots right 
through the middle ground and does a 
good job of showing that I do not care. 
Boost my blackness: 
I feel blacker when I know I have a pile of 
naps hanging out on my head, especial-
ly during a sensitive time in our society 
when we are surrounded by race issues. 
I like knowing that it’s clear that I am 
black—that way there is no confusion.
Inheritance: 
Not long ago, I was talking to my father, 
who had recently gone to Nigeria to see 
family after a funeral. Long story short, 
all my uncles are bald or balding, and I 
am scared. They went bald from years of 
cutting their hair low and I do not plan to 
follow suit.
Professor Nesbitt: 
There is a professor at Columbia who I 
have a lot of respect for. During my Nel-
son Mandela history class that Professor 
Rozell Nesbitt taught, he went on a tan-
gent about why he kept his hair so nappy. 
His answer was inspiring, so I have de-
cided to embrace my naps as well.
Anime:
I have always wanted to have crazy an-
ime hair. As a kid, I soon realized my 
dream of looking like Goku was far out 
of reach, on account of being a real per-
son. However, sometimes my hair spikes 
up in the morning, and I play pretend. I’ll 
take what I can get.
» alex aghayere
GRAPHIC DESIGNER
premium 
subscriptions i 
keep close
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reviews
“the looming 
tower” by 
lawrence wright
“couples 
therapy”
“The Looming Tower” takes a histor-
ical route to explain how al-Qaeda 
came in to existence and what led to 
the major terrorist attacks, including 
9/11. The book focuses on the peo-
ple who were behind the attacks and 
attempts to analyze the underlying 
psychology. Wright received a Pulit-
zer Prize for General Non-Fiction for 
this book.
In case you are living under a rock or 
just do not have cable,  VH1’s sixth sea-
son of “Couples Therapy” premiered 
Oct. 7.  It might be my background in 
social work, but I love watching “Cou-
ples Therapy,” and Dr. Jenn is an awe-
some therapist—trust me, great ther-
apists are hard to come by. With star 
celebrities like Janice Dickenson and 
Scott Stapp from Creed, this is must-
see reality TV.
random
random
» saiyna bashir 
MULTIMEDIA REPORTER
»  jessica scott  
MULTIMEDIA  EDITOR
central fluff
“under the lake” 
doctor who
Although a well-structured procedur-
al, one can’t help but feel like the Oct. 
3 episode of “Doctor Who” is merely a 
re-shuffling of elements previously ex-
plored on countless occasions. Howev-
er, in a series composed entirely of two-
part episodes, and seemingly founded 
on a bait-and-switch mechanism, it’s 
difficult to assess the story before seeing 
what potential inversion next week’s in-
stallment may introduce.
screen
screen
» abby seitz 
OPINIONS EDITOR
» jake miller 
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
“burn it up” by 
janet jackson, 
feat. missy elliott
“victorious” by 
panic! at the 
disco
The hardcore rap verse Missy Elliott 
delivers in the beginning of the song 
complements Jackson’s soft, airy 
voice that strings the dance jam along, 
which you’ll have on repeat. I would 
love to hear more Missy Elliott rhymes 
than cliché lyrics from Jackson, but 
it’s worth listening to because who 
wouldn’t want Missy to conquer the fe-
male rap scene again.
This is a new jam from everyone’s fa-
vorite middle school band. You can hear 
the band is keeping the same sound as 
its last album Too Weird To Live, Too 
Rare To Die. The band has changed its 
sound throughout the years, but Bren-
don Urie has a distinctive voice. Be-
tween the verses of the song’s spooky 
feel and the album’s orange artwork, 
this song is perfect for getting you in 
the Halloween mindset.
music
music
» gretchen sterba  
METRO REPORTER
 » mckayla braid 
METRO REPORTER
bumble
showtime 
The Showtime App is a great way to 
watch your favorite shows on the go. 
Whether you’re stuck on the train or 
bored between classes, it offers un-
limited access to Showtime series, 
movies, documentaries and sporting 
events. If you’re a fan of “Homeland,” 
“Ray Donovan,” “Weeds” or “The Af-
fair,” for example, take a minute and 
check out the Showtime App. All you 
need is a Showtime subscription.                
As someone who has used both Tin-
der and Ok Cupid’s dating apps, 
Bumble seems like an inadequate 
contender. The biggest deal breaker 
is Bumble places the awkwardness 
of initiating the conversation with 
a potential bae in your hands. Also, 
you only have 24 hours to do so or the 
connection disappears. You can ask 
for an extension, but why bother? 
app
app
» begina armstrong 
AD & BUSINESS MANAGER
» brendan church 
MARKETING CONSULTANT
This YouTube video claims to be 
“‘Friends’ Remade with Hamsters,” 
which conceptually sounds interest-
ing. However, the video is literally 
just one minute of watching hamsters 
crawl on tiny coffee shop decor while 
Friends’ stars names are replaced with 
the word ‘hamster.’ I have been more 
entertained standing in PetSmart look-
ing at actual hamsters. 
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scale 
OPINIONS
Kane’s presence on 
ice sends conflicting 
message to fans
During the NHL offseason, Black-hawks fans were shocked when beloved left wing Brandon Saad 
departed in a trade to the Columbus 
Blue Jackets. A few weeks later, veter-
an forward Patrick Sharp was traded 
to the Dallas Stars after more than a 
decade in Chicago. However, the most 
controversial change to the team’s 
roster is the one the Blackhawks did 
not make–they kept Patrick Kane.
The star right wing is under investi-
gation following a woman’s accusation 
that Kane raped her in early August at 
his home in Hamburg, New York. The 
investigation is ongoing, and Kane has 
not been arrested  or charged by the 
Hamburg Police Department. If police 
find sufficient evidence, prosecutors 
will present the case to a grand jury, 
which will decide whether to indict.
Few facts have surfaced since the allega-
tions were first made in August. In a Sept. 
17 news conference, Kane said, “I am confi-
dent once all the facts are brought to light, I 
will be [found] having done nothing wrong.” 
Four sources familiar with the case 
told The Buffalo News that a rape kit 
revealed Kane’s DNA was not present 
near the alleged victim’s genital area but 
rather on her shoulders and under her 
fingernails. On Aug. 12, EA Sports dropped 
Kane from the cover of the NHL 16 video 
game amid the investigation. Aside from 
that, Kane has faced no consequences.
Kane played in the Blackhawks’ first 
preseason scrimmage Sept. 18, ending 
any speculation the Blackhawks or the 
league would suspend Kane until the 
investigation concluded. The Blackhawks’ 
and the NHL’s inaction was confirmed 
again Oct. 7 when Kane played during 
the Blackhawks’ season opener. 
The team’s home game promotional 
schedule, released Oct. 1, includes a 
Kane bobblehead night on Jan. 24. Even 
if Kane has not been charged with any 
crimes, he is still under investigation 
for allegedly committing a felony. 
Announcing the giveaway before the 
investigation has concluded gives the 
impression that the team assumes there’s 
no chance of Kane being prosecuted
It is not the NHL’s responsibility to 
determine if Kane is innocent or guilty 
of the crime. A suspension is not a guilty 
verdict or a prison sentence. Some may 
claim a suspension hurts Kane’s image, but 
the damage has already been done by the 
extensive media coverage. Columnists and 
fans alike have weighed in on Kane’s inno-
cence. If the NHL was concerned about 
a suspension being misconstrued as evi-
dence of Kane’s guilt, a press conference 
explaining the necessity of Kane’s suspen-
sion—such as respect for sexual assault 
victims—could clear any misconceptions.
NHL officials have said little regard-
ing their lack of action. On Sept. 9, 
Commissioner Gary Bettman said, “We’re 
going to have to watch the process play out 
and at the appropriate time, we’ll make 
whatever decisions have to be made.” 
Section 18-A.5 of the NHL’s collective 
bargaining agreement grants Bettman 
the power to suspend players indefinitely 
during criminal investigations “where 
the failure to suspend the player during 
this period would create a substantial 
risk of material harm to the legitimate 
interests and/or reputation of the League.”
NHL officials may be concerned that a 
noteworthy suspension would be detri-
mental to the league, but what truly harms 
the NHL’s reputation is becoming known 
as yet another professional sports league 
that is dismissive of claims against its 
players. In this instance, Kane is more 
than an employee or a professional athlete. 
The NHL has missed an opportunity to 
set a no-tolerance precedent for players. 
Kane’s presence on the ice during the 
investigation delivers a loud and danger-
ous message—the money Kane will bring 
in, the goals he will score and the wins 
he will lead his team to are all valued 
more than the alleged victim’s claims.
editorial
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Did you catch a mistake, think we could have 
covered a story better or have strong beliefs about 
an issue that faces all of us here at Columbia?
Editorial Board Members
Why not write a letter to the editor? At the bottom of Page 
2, you’ll find a set of guidelines on how to do this. Let us 
hear from you. —The Columbia Chronicle Editorial Board 
» ALEXANDER AGHAYERE/CHRONICLE
OPINIONS
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Chicago’s heroin epidemic received nationwide attention after 74 overdoses were reported Sept. 
29–Oct. 2. Generally, heroin addiction is 
seen as a crime problem, but this incident 
highlights it as a public health problem as 
well that requires public health solutions.
The overdoses, which were primarily 
reported on Chicago’s West Side, are 
being attributed to a batch of heroin cut 
with the painkiller fentanyl, making the 
narcotic more potent. A similar incident 
took place in 2006 when 144 overdoses 
related to fentanyl-laced heroin occurred 
in Chicago between April 13–27, according 
to a May 5, 2006 , USA Today report. 
Alarmingly, the Chicago metropolitan 
area has been ranked first nationwide for 
emergency room visits related to heroin 
use, according to an Aug. 11 Roosevelt 
University study titled “Diminishing 
Capacity: The Heroin Crisis and Illinois 
Treatment in National Perspective.” 
No data exist regarding how many 
heroin users reside in the Chicago 
metropolitan area. Nationally, 314,000 
individuals reported using heroin in 2007. 
In 2013, that statistic rose to 681,000 
users, according to Roosevelt’s study.
The study also found that Illinois has 
the third-worst treatment capacity in 
the nation. In 2012, Illinois was ranked 
44th. In early September, the state 
Senate approved a bill that would address 
heroin abuse by expanding treatment 
options and requiring Illinois’ Medicaid 
program, as well as private insurance 
companies, to pay for drug treatment in an 
effort to increase treatment accessibility. 
Treatment programs are the most effective 
way to combat the increase in heroin abuse, 
according to the study’s author, Kathie 
Kane-Willis, director of Roosevelt’s 
Illinois Consortium on Drug Policy. 
The bill also requires police and fire 
departments, as well as public school 
nurses, to stock antidotes to treat opiate 
overdoses, according to a Sept. 2 Chicago 
Tribune article. Increased access to 
overdose-reversing medications can 
reduce heroin-related deaths, as well as 
encourage users to seek treatment. On 
Sept. 11, Alderman Ed Burke (14th Ward) 
and Cook County Commissioner Richard 
Boykin announced the joint Cook-Chicago 
Task Force Against Heroin “to address 
the heroin crisis in Cook County,” accord-
ing to county records. The task force’s 
mission is to fight heroin overdoses. 
The creation of the task force is a step 
in the right direction. However, reducing 
heroin abuse in the Chicago metropolitan 
area must go beyond working to take 
dealers off the street. A visible anti-heroin 
campaign would increase awareness. 
Anti-marijuana advertisements can be 
found on city trains, at Chicago Transit 
Authority bus stops and on television 
commercials. A similar campaign by the 
Task Force or other anti-drug agencies 
would lead to a better-informed society 
and foster conversations about the dangers 
of heroin abuse. CAPS meetings could 
also serve as an excellent forum for law 
enforcement to communicate current and 
relevant information to citizens about 
progress in reducing heroin’s prevalence.
In Illinois, 25 percent of state-funded 
treatments prescribed were for heroin, 
compared to 16 percent nationally, accord-
ing to the Roosevelt study. Increasing 
funding for medication-assisted 
treatment would lower crime and save 
money, according to Kane-Willis. 
“The benefits of providing [the 
treatment] methadone for just 2,500 
people could save the state up to $100 
million in reduced crime and health-
care consequences,” Kane-Willis said 
in an Aug. 11 Roosevelt press release. 
Heroin abuse in the city and surround-
ing suburbs is a devastating problem that 
needs to be addressed. There is no single 
strategy to lower statistics and save lives. A 
combination of education and legislation—
as well as communication between law 
enforcement and the public regarding the 
realities of heroin abuse—attacks the prob-
lem at different angles, which would likely 
lead to a decrease in overdoses and usage.
Education, prioritization can 
reduce local heroin abuse
editorial
We are writing in response to your Front Page story of Oct. 5, “P-Fac: ‘No confidence’ in 
college administration.” The story is 
biased, unfair and an attack on P-Fac.
The paper takes the angle of blaming 
P-Fac for not including the staff, full-
time faculty and Student Government 
Association in the no confidence vote. 
Why is it P-fac’s responsibility to organize 
the other employees at Columbia to take 
part in the vote? Instead, we contacted our 
own members, who teach 75 percent of the 
classes at the college. We represent part-
time faculty, not full timers, not students, 
not the staff.
The majority of those who voted–85 per-
cent–expressed no confidence. How about 
covering that story –in a fair and objective 
manner–instead of using the vote to attack 
P-Fac? P-Fac took the initiative to organize 
the ballot, first on paper and then online. 
Most professional journalists would cover 
the outcome and get reaction from the col-
lege administration. Instead, the Chronicle 
uses the vote as an opportunity to attack the 
union, allegedly for not doing enough. What 
is enough for you?
Furthermore, your story says none 
of the other organizations–the full-
time faculty, the staff union and the 
student association–would conduct a 
vote of no confidence in the adminis-
tration. So even if P-Fac had contacted 
them, they would not have joined us.
P-Fac’s vote of no confidence was an 
act of bravery. P-Fac stepped up to speak 
to the administration and point out 
changes being taken that we oppose. Many 
others, including full-time faculty, staff 
and students, also oppose these changes. 
Yet those groups remain silent. Why?
 In our vote of no confidence, we pointed 
to the sudden dissolution of the First Year 
Seminar Department with no faculty 
input and the switch to the large, univer-
sity-style classroom in the Big Chicago 
classes. We called on the college to open 
its books and become transparent. The 
college has stopped honoring its mission, 
cut course offerings, increased class sizes, 
failed to honor the collective bargaining 
agreement with the union and failed to 
bargain in good faith with the staff union. 
These are our reasons for no confidence.
Furthermore, your story gives voice to 
a faculty member who has been critical 
of P-Fac and has formed an opposition 
group to the current P-Fac leader-
ship. You are allowing the paper to be 
used. How about reporting the facts?
Your editorial on page 30, “No tact in 
P-Fac’s no-confidence vote” takes the 
same approach. It is clear the paper’s 
editorial position has slipped over into its 
news columns. Isn’t the paper supposed 
to be objective? P-Fac will not be tactful 
when we believe the college is taking steps 
that harm students and ignore the college’s 
original mission. P-Fac did encourage oth-
ers to hold their own votes of no confidence. 
We offered to advise other groups but can 
only hold votes among those we represent.  
P-Fac was approached by many who 
wanted to be included, and we encouraged 
them to hold their own vote. We limited 
the vote to our membership because 
they pay dues for us to represent them. 
Is it expected that [the] P-Fac steering 
committee and reps put in hours upon 
hours of volunteer time (which we already 
devote to protecting our members) and 
pay out of pocket to administer a vote 
for people outside our membership?
The vote was opened up to fair share 
payers and members who are currently 
“inactive” due to losing classes, thanks 
to harmful administrative practices, 
including raising class caps. It was 
not open to non-union members.
It was appropriate for P-Fac, as the 
representative of part-time faculty, to 
put this vote solely to the membership. In 
a practice known as democracy, P-Fac 
reps voted unanimously to hold the 
vote and to extend it to all of our mem-
bers, including those who were active 
at the time our contract was ratified.
Had we extended the vote to others at 
the college, P-Fac would be criticized for 
that too. There was much unfair criticism 
when P-Fac held a forum with students, 
which grew into the group Save Columbia. 
Staff also spoke at the forum. Two forums 
were held in April. Throughout the Save 
Columbia effort, P-Fac and students 
worked very hard, and P-Fac supported 
and advocated very strongly for students 
and was criticized at every turn for 
“over-reaching” and “using the students.”
Is P-Fac expected to gather all the 
addresses and personal emails of students 
and full-time faculty and staff to take 
this vote? It is a lot of work just to reach 
out to our members, and we have contact 
information readily available for them. 
Also, there are costs involved. Adding 
people beyond the membership we don’t 
represent would mean more postage, and 
the costs of the electronic vote depend 
on the number of people added as voters. 
So The Columbia Chronicle’s editorial 
board expects P-Fac to incur these costs 
out of pocket and do all the extra admin-
istrative work, leaving us less time to 
serve our members? Not a very good—or 
legal—use of our time and resources.
 P-Fac Steering Committee
Response to coverage of 
P-Fac’s vote-of-no-confidence
letter to the editor 
TICKETS AVAILABLE VIA METRO & SMART BAR WEBSITES + METRO BOX OFFICE. NO SERVICE FEES @ METRO BOX OFFICE!
FRIDAY OCTOBER 2 /  9PM /  18+
BATTLES
SATURDAY OCTOBER 3 /  8:30PM /  18+
THE DISTRICTS
SUN CLUB
TUESDAY OCTOBER 6 /  8PM /  18+
MEW
THE DODOS
FRIDAY OCTOBER 9 / 7:30PM / ALL AGES 
"WHAT TO DO WHEN YOU'RE DEAD" 10 YEAR TOUR
ARMOR FOR SLEEP
SATURDAY OCTOBER 17 / 9PM / 18+
PEACHES: RUB TOUR
DEAP VALLY
THURSDAY OCTOBER 22 / 8:30PM / 18+
101WKQX WELCOMES
MEG MYERS
JARRYD JAMES
FRIDAY OCTOBER 23 / 9PM / 18+
SAILOR JERRY PRESENTS:  AN EVENING WITH
LUCERO
FRIDAY OCTOBER 30 /  11PM /  18+ 
AMERICAN GOTHIC PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS:  THE 
ANNUAL NOCTURNA ALL HOLLOW’S EVE BALL
NOCTURNA WITH DJ 
SCARY LADY SARAH
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 4 /  9PM /  18+
1833 PRESENTS
BIG K.R.I.T
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 5 /  8:30PM /  18+
101WKQX WELCOMES
ROBERT DELONG
COLEMAN HELL
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 12 /  7:30PM / 18+
SHOESHINE BOY PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS
AARON WILLIAMS 
BAND
LEONUM / MER / YOKO
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 15 / 6:30PM / ALL AGES
COPELAND
EISLEY / WE ARE THE CITY
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 20 / 5:45PM / ALL AGES
THE MENZINGERS
MEWITHOUTYOU
PIANOS BECOME THE TEETH
RESTORATIONS
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 21  /  7PM /  18+
THE MENZINGERS
MEWITHOUTYOU
PIANOS BECOME THE TEETH
RESTORATIONS
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 29 / 6:30PM / ALL AGES
FRNKIERO 
ANDTHE 
CELLABRATION
SATURDAY DECEMBER 19 / 6:30PM / ALL AGES
KILL HANNAH’S FINAL SHOW
NEW HEART FOR X-MAS 10
KILL HANNAH
AND SPECIAL GUEST
OPINIONS
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Cabbies protest  
ride-share disparities
TAXI DRIVERS DEMONSTRATED Oct. 8 against 
what they claim is the unfair lack of regula-
tion enjoyed by ride-share services such as 
Uber and Lyft. Some drivers went on strike 
and chose to stay home, while others went 
to the offices of local aldermen to explain 
how the current regulatory system was 
negatively impacting their business. Taxi 
drivers say they have to get a chauffeur’s 
license, which includes background checks, 
and make medallion payments for their 
cabs, while Uber drivers do not have to 
meet these qualifications. 
“We’re fighting for all cab drivers,” said 
Dave Kreisman, spokesman for Cab Drivers 
United, AFSCME.
Kreisman said the union had about 25 cabs 
driving to various aldermen’s offices Oct. 8 to 
speak about the impact of letting ride-share 
services pick up residents at airports, which 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel proposed in his 2016 
budget address Sept. 22. 
Kreisman said the city needs to hold taxis 
and ride-share services to the same stan-
dards because they are both providing the 
same services.
“The mayor has proposed fees on Uber, but 
they are still [minimal] compared to what 
small business owners like cab drivers are 
paying. It’s not even close,” Kreisman said.
Uber stated in a press release on Oct. 7: 
“Today big taxi companies announced they 
will deny Chicagoans service for a day, bring-
ing their all-too-familiar failure to serve 
many neighborhoods to the rest of Chicago. 
Unlike taxis, Uber is committed to creating 
economic opportunity and transportation 
equity in every neighborhood.”
Currently, ride-share services are not 
allowed to pick up fares from airports, but 
the mayor’s budget proposal—if passed—may 
grant that ability. 
According to a Sept. 22  press release 
from the mayor’s office, the 2016 budget will 
“assess new ride-share and taxi fees that will 
create $60 million in 2016—an increase of 
$48 million from 2015. The ride-share indus-
try will be responsible for more than 80 per-
cent of this revenue. Residents and visitors 
will have more transit options at our airports 
and McCormick Place, and a portion of this 
revenue will support a significant expansion 
of wheelchair accessible taxi vehicles.” 
Another announcement from the may-
or’s office introduced a tax credit program 
that would provide an incentive to pick up 
and drop off people in underserved Chicago 
neighborhoods.
Kreisman said there used to be a similar 
program called Community Cab, which 
allowed drivers a reduced price on their 
medallions if they picked up and dropped 
off people in underserved areas.
He said the incentive was eliminated 
years ago, and it is something he would like 
to see return.
“It was a good program, [and] it worked 
well,” Kreisman said.
Other cab drivers are not as optimistic. 
Peter Ali Enger, secretary of the United 
Cab Drivers Community Council, said the 
record-keeping the tax credit requires would 
be burdensome to taxi drivers.
“It sounds great on the surface, but I think 
it’s an unworkable plan,” Enger said. “There’s 
a valid criticism of  ‘Well, we call cabs, but 
they don’t come,’ but we’re independent con-
tractors. We work where the money is and if 
there’s no street hails, I’m not going to  chase 
a fare in a poor neighborhood that might be 
a five dollar fare  and drive five miles to get 
[them]—it’s just not going to happen.”
Enger said a plan is in works for a univer-
sal dispatch app for taxis that would   work 
similarly to the Uber app. 
“I think the universal app will work because 
» mckayla braid   
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Taxi drivers protested  
ride-share services on Oct. 8, 
claiming  services like Uber 
should be held to the same 
standards as taxi drivers.
» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE
there is money in the neighborhoods—don’t 
get me wrong—and there needs to be a guar-
anteed payment,” Enger said.
Enger added that  the app is set to launch 
in the early winter this year.
“We’re grateful for the thousands of 
Uber driver-partners who were on the 
road yesterday and every day getting peo-
ple to where they need to go,” said Brook 
Anderson, an Uber spokeswoman, in an Oct. 
9 email. “Uber will continue serving all of 
Chicago with economic opportunities and 
safe rides.”
On Feb. 17, cab drivers 
protested ride-share services 
during a rally in the Loop. 
Several cab organizations 
protested again on Oct. 8.
» FILE PHOTO
METRO Target to offer Freshii restaurant items in its Chicago cafes » page 36
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Ida B. Wells monument 
planned for Chicago
Red Line construction hits 
Uptown businesses hard
“I always wanted to move into 
the Ida B. Wells development as 
a young teen,” Young said. “Once 
I had the opportunity to move in, 
I was amazed at all the different 
supportive services in place, but I 
moved in at a time when services 
had declined.”
Young said services declined 
because of a lack of funding—that 
was when Ida B. Wells’ name 
became more associated with the 
projects instead of her accomplish-
ments, she added.
Wells’ legacy has impacted 
Young’s life “tremendously, because 
it has you thinking forward and 
the main thing was that she was 
a helper to all,” Young said. “As I 
do my work as a case manager and 
community activist, it helps me to 
be able to educate people.”
Anthony Rogers, develop-
ment manager at Oakwood 
Shores and co-chair of the Ida 
B. Wells committee, said the 
Ida B. Wells housing has been 
replaced with housings of all 
types—mixed incomes as well 
as rentals, which used to be 
affordable housing for families.
as well, but she hopes business will 
pick back up after construction is 
completed in 2017.
Tressa Feher, chief of staff for 
Alderman James Cappleman (46th 
Ward), said a couple of local busi-
nesses have complained about the 
construction affecting them.
“Businesses have known since 
2012 this was going to be happen-
ing,” Feher said. “They have signs 
up that say ‘Open for Business’ and 
[indicate] where people should 
walk. The [Chicago Transit 
Authority] and Uptown United 
helped pay for those. Honestly, 
things are going to be blocked off 
and there’s going to be construc-
tion, but once the train station is 
completed, there’s going to be more 
people coming to their businesses.”
The Wilson Red Line con-
struction—with a cost of $203 
million—will be one of the larg-
est CTA station projects in the 
agency’s history, according to the 
CTA website. With contemporary 
architecture and design updates, 
the station will provide accessibil-
ity to customers with disabilities, 
service transfer points—a Purple 
Line express service—safer and 
more reliable service and improved 
access entrances at the station.
Jeff Tolman, a media repre-
sentative for the CTA, said the 
CTA and Alderman Cappleman 
are working closely to ensure the 
Wilson Red Line project is com-
pleted as quickly as possible. He 
said they are mindful of its impact 
on the local community, and added 
that the construction will benefit 
Uptown residents despite local 
businesses being affected.
“This project is part of our ongo-
ing commitment to modernize and 
improve the Red Line, which is our 
busiest rail line,” Tolman said. 
“The project includes significant 
track and structural work that 
will allow for easy and convenient 
transfers for the Red and Purple 
lines. It will enhance the street 
level environment on Broadway 
and improve CTA operations. As 
far as the community, we believe 
it will create an anchor for revital-
ization and economic development 
in the Uptown neighborhood.”
AN ART COMMITTEE is fundraising 
to erect a monument in honor of 
African-American civil rights 
leader Ida B. Wells in Chicago’s 
Bronzeville neighborhood. 
On Oct. 1, The Ida B. Wells 
Commemorative Art Committee 
started an IndieGoGo page to raise 
$100,000 for the sculpture’s con-
struction south of 37th Street.  It 
would be the first monument in 
the City of Chicago to honor an 
African-American woman.
“The housing community was 
named after [Wells], but who 
she is and what she did should 
FOR JOSEPH UCHIMA, the owner of 
Ace Hardware, located at 4654 N. 
Broadway, the renovation of the 
Wilson Avenue Red Line stop may 
be good for the neighborhood in 
the long run, but the effect on his 
bottom line is decidedly different.
Since construction began, the 
store has lost about 40 percent of 
its business, Uchima said.
Construction barriers on the 
street and fences put up around 
local businesses deter custom-
ers because of inconveniences 
like fewer parking spaces and 
decreased walking traffic Uchima 
said.
“I can say one thing, and [the 
alderman] can say another,” 
Uchima said. “But I’m just going 
to have to live with the construc-
tion—that’s what it amounts to.”
not be forgotten,” said Michelle 
Duster, member of the com-
mittee, great-granddaughter of 
Wells and adjunct professor in 
Columbia College’s Business & 
Entrepreneurship Department.
Wells is mostly known for her 
work in investigative journalism, 
as well as in the anti-lynching and 
women’s suffrage movements. 
Wells made these and many addi-
tional contributions in spite of 
being born a slave in Mississippi, 
Duster said.
Duster was concerned that her 
great-grandmother’s name has 
been disconnected from what she 
accomplished and more associated 
with the housing projects, so the 
committee proposed the monu-
ment to honor her legacy.
Sandra Young, co-chair of the 
committee, lived in the Ida B. Wells 
Homes for a period of time begin-
ning  in 1978.
Gigio’s Pizza, located at 4643 
N. Broadway, has experienced a 
decline in business caused by the 
work, which has also blocked off 
portions of the nearby sidewalk, 
according to Anna Maria Buttitta, 
assistant to the owner of the 
restaurant. 
Buttitta said the construction 
barriers in front of the restaurant 
have created an obstacle for car-
ry-out orders and discourage cus-
tomers from entering the pizzeria.
“It’s getting hard for people to 
run in, pick up their food and get 
out like they used to,” Buttitta 
said. “That’s dropped a bit as far 
as sales go.”
She added that pedestrian traffic 
near the restaurant has decreased 
The Ida B. Wells 
Commemorative Art 
Committee has created an 
IndieGoGo page to raise 
money to honor the legacy 
of the civil rights pioneer. 
Renovation of the Wilson Red 
Line stop off of Broadway 
has created barriers limiting 
access to nearby businesses.
» mckayla braid 
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Students get 10% off!
(773) 736-6960
Target, Freshii collaborate 
to offer healthier food
be redesigned so when shoppers 
first enter, their experience will be 
unique and cater to guest desires.
“We know Target guests are 
looking for fast but casual food 
service options in our stores that 
provide quality food, service and 
value,” Joiner said.  “Located at the 
store’s entrance, the Target cafes 
are guests’ first in-store experi-
ence. Joining with new partners 
to remodel the cafe demonstrates 
how Target is addressing our 
guests’ evolving mindset on food 
and wellness.”
Joiner explained why Chicago 
was chosen as a test site. 
“The tests are taking place in 
markets where Target has a strong 
presence, and we consistently 
receive guest feedback and input 
on our offerings,” Joiner said.
The success of the testing phase 
will be determined by customer 
feedback on the new healthy ini-
tiative, Joiner said. 
Target cafe tests will be evalu-
ated through an analysis of sales 
data and guest feedback to help 
inform future decisions, she added.
“We are excited to see how our 
guests react to these new options 
to better inform what resonates,” 
Joiner said.
Some Columbia College students 
are thrilled to have healthy on-the- 
go food choices.  
“I absolutely love it, said Emily 
Jelsomeno,  senior  education major. 
“I am someone who believes in liv-
ing a healthy lifestyle. Target is such 
a huge place that people go to all the 
time, especially in Chicago because 
it’s convenient. It’s nice because if 
you need to get something quick to 
have healthy options.”  
TARGET HAS TEAMED up with 
Freshii, a Canadian fast-food 
franchise that offers healthy 
options, in its cafes.
Starting Oct. 12, select Target 
stores are trading in items like 
nachos and hot dogs for  fresh sal-
ads and kale. In eight test stores 
in the Chicago area, Target will 
replace its traditional cafes with 
Freshii restaurants.
The collaboration grew out of 
Target’s desire to make  healthier 
food available to its customers, 
according to Amy Joiner, head of the 
giant  retailers communications.
“Target has emphasized the 
importance of food, wellness and 
localization in delivering for our 
guests,” Joiner said in an Oct. 8 
emailed statement. 
“One way this is coming together 
in our stores is through a test of 
three new brands in Target cafes, 
including Freshii at eight Chicago-
area stores and one Minneapolis 
store,” she said.
Freshii restaurants will debut 
at two Chicago locations —South 
Loop Target at 1154 S. Clark St. 
and North Side Target at 2656 N. 
Elston Ave, as well as at stores in 
Arlington Heights, Highland Park, 
Willowbrook, Lombard, Glenview 
and Hodgkins, said Nikki Ellis, a 
spokeswoman for Freshii,  in an 
Oct. 7 emailed statement.
Some Chicagoans are excited 
about the change.
“Instead of grabbing a hamburger 
and going to McDonald’s, you 
now have the option of a healthy, 
organic menu,” said Maria Pineda, 
a Lincoln Park resident. 
Joiner said Target’s cafes would 
» dominique jackson 
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Freshii will 
offer quick, 
healthy 
food options 
in Target 
cafes across 
Chicago. 
36  THE CHRONICLE   OCTOBER 12, 2015
» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE
METRO
Taste of Chicago back in the 
black following 2014 loss
According to the Choose Chicago 
website, the festival offers more 
than 200 menu items from a variety 
of cuisines like American, Indian, 
Italian, French, Chinese, Irish, 
African and more. 
“This year’s Taste of Chicago 
hosted residents and visitors from 
across the globe to sample the 
city’s diverse culinary offerings 
and enjoy crowd-pleasing musical 
events,” Michelle T. Boone, com-
missioner of  DCASE, said in the 
press release. “We were excited 
to partner with 60 food vendors, 
including 19 new, representing 
THE TASTE OF Chicago has made a 
financial comeback this year after 
loosing money three out of the  last 
four years. 
In an Oct. 5 City of Chicago 
press release, the Department 
of Cultural Affairs and Special 
Events announced that the 2015 
Taste of Chicago festival made a 
profit of a $320,205 this year, up 
from the $169,404 loss in 2014, 
when rain caused event organizers 
to cancel its Saturday festivities. 
This year, the annual outdoor food 
festival hosted in Grant Park cel-
ebrated its 35th anniversary. The 
five-day festival, which previously 
lasted 10 days throughout two 
weekends, is held in July of each 
year and serves as an event for the 
entire family. 
According to the press release, 
the festival has increased in pop-
ularity since going to a five-day 
lineup following back-to-back 
losses totaling more than $2 mil-
lion in 2011 and 2012. 
This year’s festival drew in more 
than 1.4 million visitors.  According 
to the press release, the Taste 
contributes $106 million annually 
in total business activity to the 
Chicago economy. 
» dominique Jackson   
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many Chicago neighborhoods.” 
The 2015 Taste hosted 19 first-
time vendors, including Sono Wood 
Fired, Graham Elliot and Dia De 
Los Tamales. 
“We had a really good expe-
rience working with [DCASE]. 
We got to participate in a lot of 
promotion events. The Taste is 
coming back around, and I think 
it’s starting to grow and is really 
becoming a cool event,” said 
Jeni Wahl, owner of Dia De Los 
Tamales, 939 W. 18th St. 
Other vendors included veteran 
participants of the Taste, such as 
BJ’s Market and Bakery, 8734 S. 
Stony Island Ave., based in the 
Auburn Gresham neighborhood, 
which has been participating in 
the Taste for about 18 years. 
“We serve thousands of people 
each day,” said John Meyer, presi-
dent of BJ’s Market and Bakery. “I 
was in it when it was 10 days. It’s 
exciting to get employees to serve 
that many people. It’s almost like a 
bootcamp for the restaurant busi-
ness,” he said. 
Next year’s Taste of Chicago will 
be held July 6–10 in Grant Park. 
Admission is free to the public. 
More information can be found at 
tasteofchicago.us.
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The Taste is a  festival the 
entire family can enjoy. 
The Taste of Chicago  
reflects Chicago diversity 
through food.
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Army veterans sell 
Afghan saffron in Chicago
this year they’re at 100 kiligrams 
for the harvest next month.
“I’m really proud we’ve come this 
far and affected so many people,” 
Jung said.
While Miller was hesitant about 
maintaining quality control since it 
was their first time running a busi-
ness, Jung was more of the optimist 
between the two of us.”
“We were in business school 
learning the fundamentals of 
business, but doing it was [another]
piece to tackle,” Miller said. “But 
we were committed to the idea, 
and Kim started knocking down 
all these barriers. Even if people tell 
you it’s impossible, you keep push-
ing ahead and we made it happen.”
In the short time Rumi Spice has 
been in business, Miller and Jung 
have partnered with 34 Afghan 
farmers who rely on the duo to work 
hard and inspire others.
“It’s definitely a blessing,” Jung 
said. “As an organization grows, 
there are a lot of challenges, but 
it’s [absolutely] the right way to go.”
Miller and Jung both said their 
goal is to have a social impact. They 
chose to run a for-profit organi-
zation because it allows Afghan 
farmers to increase revenue by 
exporting internationally. The 
store’s international partnerships 
create more jobs in Afghanistan.
“I think they see that we’re in it 
for the long term, and it’s not just 
a touch and go thing,” Miller said.
Miller said the saffron she and 
Jung sell differs from usual saf-
fron—because of its quality as well 
as the company’s social con-
sciousness. Miller said the two 
relocated their business from 
Boston to Chicago because they 
have more networking connec-
tions and clientele in Chicago.
Craig Ward, a customer from 
KIMBERLY JUNG AND Emily Miller 
have a lot in common —U.S. Army 
service in Afghanistan, education 
at West Point and Harvard—and 
are now business partners. 
Jung and Miller are two of the 
co-founders of Rumi Spice, a local 
shop in the New City neighborhood 
at 1400 W. 46th St. that sells saffron 
from Afghanistan. For about $15 
per gram, they sell saffron to use in 
snickerdoodles, paella, bread and 
lattes. All purchases made at the 
store help employ Afghan farmers 
and women agricultural workers, 
promote economic development 
and fair trade and enable the two 
veterans to make a difference.
“Our [top] priority is giving mar-
kets to Afghan farmers and [our 
number two] is bringing people 
around food,” Jung said.
When Jung finished serving in 
Afghanistan in December 2010 for 
the U.S. Army, she went to Harvard 
Business School and wanted to 
connect Afghan farmers to the 
international market by starting 
a business in Afghanistan. After 
flying to Afghanistan and visit-
ing with some local farmers, she 
returned to Boston in August 2014 
and began selling pure quality saf-
fron that “makes chefs go gaga.”
She joined forces with Miller, 
CEO Keith Alaniz, another Afghan 
vet, and Carol Wang, the company’s 
legal counsel who did economic 
development in Kabul.
The company has since hired 
120 Afghan women, making up 
5 percent of Afghan business 
production. According to Jung, 
Afghanistan exports around 5,000 
kiligrams of saffron per year and 
High-quality saffron grown by farmers 
in Afghanistan can be bought at 
Rumi Spice that connects Afghan 
farmers with Chicago foodies.
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Bel Air, Maryland, discovered 
Rumi Spice on the Internet and 
became an instant fan.
“Their target was really high qual-
ity product and that intrigued me,” 
Ward said. “Then I dug deeper into 
their story and [it] is so intriguing 
from their mission as a company 
and that they got this incredible 
economic development structure 
to help these rural farmers in 
Afghanistan. Not that they’re going 
to change the world through saffron, 
but it’s a great model.”
Miller and Jung said they hope 
to help Afghanistan return to the 
economic fold internationally, and 
the success of the business is sim-
ply a bonus.
“I think it would help lay out 
a foundation for peace,” Jung 
said. “Especially when it comes to 
foreign policy, I think it has a 
lot to do with bringing people 
into an international economy. I 
know Rumi Spice is a very small 
part of this, but I hope that it 
will multiply.”
“The negativity of the commu-
nity has been torn down and moved 
away, and everything is like a phoe-
nix being reborn with new housing 
and new amenities to the commu-
nity,” Rogers said. 
Duster added that the commit-
tee considered many ideas before 
settling on a monument because 
they wanted a commemoration as 
well as a place for people to learn 
about Wells’s contributions.
“There are no monuments in the 
entire City of Chicago, that are in 
honor of an African American 
woman—not one,” Duster said. 
“This is a way to address that void. 
It is not possible to give her whole 
life story on a monument, but [ it 
can have ] enough information to 
pique  people’s curiosity.”
Wells’ home is a landmark not 
far from the proposed monument 
in Bronzeville, so people on bik-
ing and walking tours can see the 
connection between who she was 
and where she lived, Duster said.
Young also said she would like 
gsterba@chroniclemail.com
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MONUMENT, FROM PAGE 34   
Members of the Ida B. Wells Com-
memorative Art Committee, including 
Michelle Duster (far left) and Richard 
Hunt (fourth from the right), started 
fundraising to build a monument honor-
ing Wells.
» Courtesy IDA B. WELLS COMMEMORATIVE ART COMMITTEE
to see a large monument for Wells, 
saying she wants people to see it 
coming down the street so it can 
draw them in to learn about her life 
and significance.
Rogers said Richard Hunt, a 
Chicago-based sculptor, has been 
working on different concepts for 
the monument.
“Richard Hunt is a world-re-
nowned sculptor, and I could not 
think of a better person to do this 
than him,” Rogers said. 
The committee is doing some 
local fundraising, but they also 
have an IndieGoGo page that 
allows for donations.
“If we have 10,000 people around 
the country give $10 each to me, 
that makes it the people’s monu-
ment,” Duster said. “I want as many 
people as possible to feel like they 
are part of this. To make a monu-
ment in the City of Chicago—that 
will have national significance.”
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with modern amenities
with a vibrant culture
with historic details
SURROUND YOURSELF
37 W. Van Buren St
Chicago, IL 60605
312-283-3331
Check out the new virtual tour here:
 https://tour.lcp360.com/nocache/arc/. 
Call our office at 312.283.3331 to inquire 
about tour information.
TOUR THE 
COMMUNITY, 
LEASE TODAY!
For students looking for student apartments near 
Roosevelt University, Columbia College, Robert Morris University, 
and Depaul’s downtown campus, and many others, we are in a 
prime spot for college commuters.
Only a minute walk from the Harold Washington Library 
CTA station, residents have quick access to the brown, orange, pink, 
and purple line services. Students who reside in our student 
apartment building also appreciate the lively lifestyle of downtown’s 
local shops and social activities.
SPECIALIZING IN ONLINE LEASING
email: live@arcatoldcolony.com
arcatoldcolony.com
